
Williamsburg Bird Club 

Wednesday, April, 19, 2017 

Andrews Hall, Room 101, W&M, 7:00 pm 

 

Attendance: 27 

 

President’s Remarks:  

President Bill Williams opened the meeting and greeted the assembly. He announced that tonight’s 

program will be in a slightly different order as one of the grad students giving tonight’s presentation was 

still in class!  

 

Announcements:  

• Bill reported that tonight’s refreshments were provided by Lieve Keeney and Cathy Flanagan. Bill 

thanked them and Ruth Gordon, our refreshments chairperson. Refreshments for May will be 

provided by Judy Jones and Patty Maloney. 

• Bill informed the gathering that Jim Corliss has been archiving all of our club’s old newsletters 

dating back to the beginning in 1977. Jim has been trying to digitize 10 years of newsletters 

every month. Before the year is over, the goal will be to have all the newsletters on line and 

accessible to all. To date, he has scanned 1977 to 1985. 

• Bill announced that Gary Carpenter had assumed the responsibility of making sure that the Child 

Development Resources Center’s bird feeders were maintained and had a supply of bird seed. 

Gary reported that there’s a volunteer at CDRC that fills the feeders from that supply. 

• Bill commented that Saturday, April 22nd, is Earth Day and that several members of the club 

(Jeanette Navia, Bill Williams, Ann and Gary Carpenter, Cheryl Jacobson, Cathy Millar) have 

already volunteered to represent our club at the Monarch Butterfly Festival where we will have 

a table at the Sadler Center at W&M. Set-up begins at 10:30 am and the event is from 11am – 

3:00 pm. He invited the gathering to stop by for any length of time to help promote the bird 

club.  

Dan Cristol added that campus police do not enforce parking on Saturdays and one can park any 

place not marked ‘reserved’. He also added that Dr. Lincoln Brower, one of the world’s greatest 

authorities on monarch butterflies and who’s famous as the person who helped bring attention 

to monarchs wintering in Mexico, will be giving a lecture at the festival. 

• Bill reminded us that April 30th is our annual Williamsburg Spring Bird Count. Jim Corliss is in 

charge and has sent out notification to the group leaders. He invited members to join a team or 

participate as a feeder watcher. This has been an annual event since the bird club started. The 

data is not turned over to any organization as in the Christmas Bird Count but has been valuable 

in providing us a substantial data base of bird population trends in our area over the years.  

• Bill reported that the following weekend, May 5,6 and 7, is the Virginia Society of Ornithology 

annual meeting in Richmond hosted by the Richmond Audubon Society. The keynote speaker is 

Jennifer Ackerman who’s the author of The GENIUS of BIRDS. He encouraged us to go to the 

VSO website to download further info.  



• Bill asked Gary and Ann Carpenter to present a proposal they’d come up with for our members. 

Gary reported that Roads Scholar is doing a tour of birding the Mayan Ruins on the Yucatan 

Peninsula this coming February. Each tour is limited to 12 people. He has left brochures for 

those interested. 

• Bill reported that we are well into the second season of collecting data for the Virginia Breeding 

Bird Atlas 2 and encouraged the assembly to participate in finding and documenting the 

breeding occurrence of every species in VA that breeds in VA. The kick-off was last March. There 

are places in VA where Bald Eagles and Great Horned Owls are already fledging. He stressed 

entering via the eBird portal to the VBBA2 any nesting activity whether it is the little wren in 

your garage or the cardinal in your back yard.  He noted that James City County has been 

outstanding for its high level of field work participation and that we need to extend that into the 

surrounding counties. 

 

Field Trips – Shirley Devan:  Shirley was absent and Bill reported for her. 

• Saturday, May 20: James River Park in Richmond. Shirley will release more details. Bill said that 

the wetlands area should still be loaded with migrant warblers.  

 

Program:  Tonight’s program is being presented by 2 research grant recipients. Cheryl Jacobson, 

Program Chairperson, started by giving a little history of our club’s participation in giving research 

grants. She shared some info from an article written by Ann Carpenter on this topic for the next issue of 

The Flyer and encouraged us all to read it. Our club offered the first grant in 1982 just 5 years after the 

club was formed. The money principally came from bird seed sales. Since that time we’ve given 72 

grants totally $35,000 to 66 graduate and undergraduate students.  

Cheryl asked Dr. Dan Cristol to introduce the 2 grad students giving tonight’s presentations.  

Dan began by noting that tonight’s grad students were some of the most deserving of the 72 that have 

gotten those grants. He commented that it is impressive how much scientific information has come out 

of all the studies that our club has helped fund over the years. Funding the students not only helps them 

with their education but the papers produced yield scientific info that produces more science by people 

who read those papers and use the info for further research. He gave as an example that for the last 10 

years his students have published a number of papers resulting from research that our club has helped 

fund on different aspects of mercury toxicity in birds and that those papers have been cited by other 

research papers over 200 times.  He said that some of their research has led to concrete conservation 

outcomes for birds. The mercury research started with studying the birds that were contaminated by 

the mercury in the Shenandoah Valley and continued with studies done on campus. These studies 

ultimately provided the data that resulted in a 50 million dollar settlement with the company that 

polluted the Shenandoah River. All that money is going into repairing habitat for birds and all the 

wildlife. 

Dan introduced the 2 grad students. Juan Botero was born in Columbia and immigrated to US when he 

was 7. He grew up in MD and went to Virginia Tech where he was a wildlife biology student after which 

he worked on several short term bird research jobs. He’s now completing his Master’s degree and will 

be looking for a job in the environmental consulting field. Ohad Paris was born in Israel and went to 



school at U of FL and after finishing his Master’s degree at W&M will go on to a PhD program at U of MD 

Baltimore County where he will work on bird conservation there. Dan concluded by saying that these 

are 2 of the best graduate students he’s ever had. 

Juan’s presentation was titled Mercury and Oxidative Stress. He gave an interesting talk starting with the 

fact that mercury in our environment has increased by 70 % over the last 100 years. Oxidative stress is 

another term for cell aging.  He described his research project that studied what effect mercury 

exposure delivered to Zebra Finches in their feed had on antioxidants in their blood. He gathered his 

data via blood samples which allowed for repeated testing as the birds aged versus previous studies that 

had been done that had collected data by killing the bird and taking tissue samples at only one point in 

its aging process.   

Ohad’s talk was about his research on how mercury given to Zebra Finches at different stages of 

development affected breeding behavior with particular interest on whether a small amount of mercury 

at a young age can hurt breeding later in life.  

 

Other:  

• Bill reminded the assembly that the celebration of our club’s 40th Anniversary celebration will be 

held on Sept. 20th. Preparations have already begun but he invited members to step forward and 

help with the planning. Bob & Cynthia Long, Ron & Sylvia Giese, Bill and Arlene Williams and 

Virginia Boyles comprise the current ad hoc steering committee. The committee will be meeting 

soon.  

• Bill reported with sadness that Tom Amour had died. He was a highly decorated WWII pilot and 

he and his wife had been long time members and did a great deal for this club.  

 

At the end of the meeting a free raffle was held. 

 

Bill adjourned the meeting at 8:20 pm. 

 

Refreshments were provided by Lieve Keeney and Cathy Flanagan. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cathy Millar, Secretary Williamsburg Bird Club 

April 24, 2017 
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