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President’s Corner 
By Bill Williams 

By the time the club has its 40th 
Anniversary meeting at the 
Williamsburg Library on 
September 20th,  many shorebird 
species will have already passed 
through Virginia on their way 
from arctic breeding grounds to 

Central and South American wintering haunts. By 
comparison our 40th Anniversary Picnic at New 
Quarter Park on September 30th will be near the 
local peak migration window for many diurnal 
raptors and neotropical songbird species. 
Waterfowl will be congregating across the prairie 
pot-holes and those little-brown-job sparrows will 
be poised to occupy our backyards, fields, and 
forests within a matter of days or/and weeks 
thereafter. 

As much as the bird world will be a flurry of 
extraordinary activity from late August into 
September, it would be hard to match the flurry of 
effort a number of our bird club members have 
made since January to showcase our club’s 
anniversary year. With great efficiency, Cheryl 
Jacobson has arranged monthly programs through 
November 2017 and also put together an overview 
history of bird club programs since our first one in 
1977. Shirley Devan set up our monthly field trips 
(also through November) and then worked on the 
production of a 40th Anniversary Red-headed 
Woodpecker cloisonné pin—all  this in addition to 
a birding trip to Ecuador and monitoring 
Prothonotary Warbler nest boxes on the Northwest 
River in Chesapeake and at Chickahominy 
Riverfront Park here at home! 

And then there have been the flutter-by of 
butterflies……………Whew!  

 

 (Continued on Page 3) 

Our September Meeting – 7:00 September 20th at WRL 
By Cheryl J. Jacobson, WBC Vice 
President, Programs 

Who do many say is the man who 
saved the Bald Eagle as well as the 
man who brought the Peregrine 
Falcon back to life east of the 
Mississippi River? That person is 
none other than Dr. Mitchell Byrd. 

At Williams and Mary, many say 
their nationally recognized biology 
program truly took shape during the 
13 years that Mitchell Byrd chaired 
the department. He is Chancellor 
Professor of Biology Emeritus at William and Mary and 
Director Emeritus of the Center for Conservation Biology. He 
has received numerous honors and awards for his work with 
birds and conservation issues. Dr. Byrd has been associated 
with birds for well over 70 years.  

Dr. Mitchell Byrd will be speaking on September 20, 2017, at 7 
p.m., as the Williamsburg Bird Club celebrates its 40th 
anniversary.  The meeting location has been moved to the 
auditorium at the Williamsburg Library at 515 Scotland 
Street in Williamsburg to assure ample space for all guests. 
He will talk about some of the changes in our avifauna over 
that time, some of the projects he has been involved with, 
some of the conservation issues that he has been involved in, 
and what he sees for the future of birds. This is a meeting you 
will not want to miss! Please join us to celebrate on Sept. 20th. 

Our 40th Anniversary Picnic – September 30th at NQP 
Here are some tentative plans for our picnic celebration.  
Please join us at New Quarter Park— 

 8:00-10:00 a.m.-Bird Walk 

 10:00-11:30 a.m.-Activities for youngsters and not-so-
youngsters! 

o Scavenger Hunt 
o Rock Painting 
o Bird Club Quiz 

 11:30-catered lunch (Please bring a dessert.)  

http://www.williamsburgbirdclub.org/
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2017  
Williamsburg Bird Club 
Executive Board    
 

President                                                    229-1124                      
Bill Williams              billwilliams154@gmail.com 
 
Vice-President (Programs)  206-1046 
Cheryl Jacobson  jcheryljoy@aol.com 
 
Vice-President (The Flyer)                   293-8297 
Judy Jones                                  jjones184@cox.net  
  
Treasurer  221-6683 
Ann Carpenter  carpent66@cox.net 
 
Secretary  229-1775 
Cathy Millar  millar.cathy@gmail.com 
 
Member-at-Large  221-6683 
Gary Carpenter  carpent66@cox.net 
 
Member-at-Large  215-837-0930 
Deane Gordon  deanegor@gmail.com 
 
Past President  645-8716 
Geoff Giles tylerandal2@aol.com 
 
Committee Chairpersons 
 
Membership/Webmistress 707-3345 
Jeanette Navia jnavia@gmail.com 
 
Field Trips and NQP Bird Walks  Co-chairs                                            
                                                                        813-1322 
Shirley Devan  sedevan52@cox.net 
                                                                        634-4164 
Jan Lockwood                                nzedr@msn.com 
 
Bird Counts 565-0536 
Jim Corliss jcorliss240@cox.net 
 
Records 229-1124 
Bill Williams  billwilliams154@gmail.com 
 
Library Liaison  565-6148 
Lee Schuster  dljschuster@cox.net 
 
Refreshments                                215-837-2226  
Ruth Gordon  ruthkagordon@gmail.com 
 
Historian  229-2830 
Tom McCary                 tom.b.mccary@gmail.com 

 
Liaison to CVWO 540-454-3014 
Nancy Barnhart           barnhartnt@gmail.com 
 

Reported Bird Sightings for August and September, 2017 
(Send your sightings to Judy Jones at jjones184@cox.net) 
 

July 20: Virginia and George 
Boyles write, “We've had as 
many as three young Cooper's 
Hawks visiting our yard 
recently.  Today there were 
two at the bird bath, but by the 
time I got the camera, only one 
remained.  He'd emptied most 
of the water, but used the last 
few drops to cool his tummy!” 
 

A few days later, Virginia 
wrote to say she finally got a 
photo of all three Cooper’s 
Hawks on the birdbath 
together.  It’s a great shot! 

 

 

 

July 25: Jan Lockwood 
writes, “I don't know what 
the bird was doing in this 
photograph - at first I 
thought he was overcome by 
the heat, but he could have 
been watching a competitor 
for the feeder, exercising his 
neck muscles...”   

  

August 5: Stan Belbeck 
was able to get this great 
photo of a Great Crested 
Flycatcher at Yorktown 
Battlefields.   
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President’s Corner (continued from page 1) 
 
Deane Gordon coordinated a student artwork outreach project among York County, Williamsburg-James City 
County and even Gloucester County schools designed to recognize the club’s 40-year milestone. Once the works 
were completed, Deane was instrumental in moving the pieces around to show them off at the local libraries and at 
Wild Birds Unlimited and the Backyard Birder stores. Those wonderful tributes will be on display at the September club 
meeting. 

A number of folks have coveted their personal collections of bird club newsletters dating back to the initial one from 
September 1977. Obviously such pages literally archive “volumes” of the organization’s history. So Jim Corliss 
shouldered the task of digitizing EVERY ONE of the newsletters, at least those that until recently had not been 
saved electronically. That wonderful windows-into-the-past resource is now available for your reading enjoyment on 
the Williamsburg Bird Club website which has been beautifully updated and continuously maintained by Jeanette 
Navia. Jeanette also tracks our membership, gently reminding folks whose memberships have “lapsed” to stay on 
board our ship of learning. Cathy Millar’s “minutes” of our monthly meetings and those of the club’s Board of 
Directors meetings read as if you are still in the room participating. Ann Carpenter assiduously tracked our monetary 
flow and Judy Jones kept delighting us all with colorful, information packed editions of our newsletter, The Flyer! 
And how extremely fortunate we are to have Dan Cristol work so effectively to facilitate parking and meeting space 
arrangements at William & Mary. 

On the local bird front, among the most exciting occurrences was the first successful nesting of Prothonotary 
Warblers in nest boxes at Chickahominy Riverfront Park including one of the latest egg-dates ever reported in 
Virginia. Across the James River at Hog Island Wildlife Management Area, birders documented Red Knots, 
American Avocets, Willets, a Wilson’s Phalarope, and the highest counts of Stilt Sandpipers, Pectoral Sandpipers, and 
Short-billed Dowitchers ever recorded at that site!  

Last but not least…Did you notice our most deserving WBC member highlighted in the most recent issue of the 
Next Door Neighbors magazine?  Wonder who it is???? 

 

TIME TO VOLUNTEER – WE NEED YOU IN LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
 
We need you! The Williamsburg Bird Club would not exist without the work that board members and committee 
chairs do behind the scenes. Several positions are coming open in 2018, and we need people to take on these 
responsibilities. Please consider volunteering for one these positions: 

*Vice President—Editor of the Newsletter: Create "The Flyer" using Word with input                                       

and photos from members 

*Field Trip Coordinator: Plan, contact leaders, and coordinate field trips at least 8 times a 

year 

*Bird Walk Coordinator: Line up leaders to lead bird walks twice a month at New Quarter 

Park  

*Membership Chair: Pick up mail from PO, keep Excel sheet of current membership, print 

out and send new member packets 

*Refreshments: Ask members to sign up to bring refreshments for monthly meetings 

*Historian – monitors all publicity and keeps track of our WBC accomplishments 

Board meetings occur three to four times a year. If you can help us out, contact Sue Mutell 
(suemutell@gmail.com) or Nancy Barnhart (barnhartnt@gmail.com) , our nominating 
committee.  

 We thank you in advance! 
 

mailto:suemutell@gmail.com
mailto:barnhartnt@gmail.com
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THE KIPTOPEKE 
CHALLENGE  
By Brian Taber and Shirley Devan 
 

The 23nd Annual Kiptopeke Challenge team birding competition and fund-raiser for CVWO is September 23, 2017! 
We have two teams representing the Williamsburg Bird Club in this exciting yet exhausting 24-hour challenge.  Dave 
Youker and Brian Taber will compete in the Wild Birds Unlimited of Williamsburg team, the only one to have competed 
every year. The two of them (and perhaps another team member) will again explore the Eastern Shore from before 
sunup to after sunset!  Our second team, Gulls Gone Wild, is composed of Shirley Devan, Nancy Barnhart, Joyce 
Lowry, and Barbara Neis. Jan Lockwood will be with them in spirit as she 
vacations with children and grandchildren.  
 
In past years, Brian’s team has dedicated their KC efforts to a particular 
friend who had recently passed away and this year, sadly, they lost 
another…Tom Armour was a member of several Kiptopeke Challenge 
teams and was a regular at the College Creek Hawkwatch, even into his 
nineties! He was an enthusiastic birder and Observatory supporter…and he 
will inspire all the teams throughout this big day...and after. 
 
As always, Kiptopeke Challenge funds will be used to support our public 
education and research programs, including studies of songbirds, hawks, 
waterbirds, Northern Saw-whet Owls, Monarch butterflies and 
Prothonotary Warblers, through the nest box project. Visit the website for 
more details at www.cvwo.org 
 
We greatly appreciate your support over the years and hope you can sponsor 
either team's efforts again. Donations for Gulls Gone Wild can be sent to Shirley’s address at 6227 Tucker Landing, 
Williamsburg, 23188. Donations for Wild Birds Unlimited of Williamsburg can be sent to Brian at 103 Exeter Court, 
Williamsburg, 23185 or made through the website. Last year, both teams did extremely well, and Wild Birds Unlimited 
of Williamsburg even won the bronze Piping Plover trophy for most funds raised.  Please support our teams if you 
possibly can…do it for our birds! 

   

                     Photo of a Yellow Warbler taken by Carol Annis    

Photo of a Ruby-throated Hummingbird in flight taken by Craig Hill 

http://www.cvwo.org/
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SEPTEMBER 16TH FIELD TRIP TO THE EASTERN SHORE  
By Shirley Devan, Field Trip Coordinator  
 
In 1977, only five Bird Club members ventured to the Eastern Shore for the 
Club’s first of many trips to “the Shore.” I’m confident we’ll have more than 
five participants for this trip. The day will include stops at the “usual” 
locations – Chesapeake Bay-Bridge Tunnel Island 1 (remember, the island 
will be closed after September 30th), Kiptopeke State Park, Eastern Shore of 
Virginia National Wildlife Refuge, and that ever-popular hot spot – the 
Oyster Landfill! Bill Williams will be our leader.                                                                               
                                                                                                                                    Tern on the rocks at Island #, CBBT                                                              
 
Bring a spotting scope if you have one and be prepared with bug spray, sunscreen, water, and snacks. Bring a brown 
bag lunch and we’ll plan to eat at the picnic area at Kiptopeke State Park, where we’ll check out the Hawkwatch 
Platform and enjoy a presentation on hawk migration from Brian Taber, President of Coastal Virginia Wildlife 
Observatory, and Anna Stunkel, hawk counter for the season. 
 
Meet the group by 7 am at Colony Square Shopping Center for a prompt departure at 7 am. Carpooling is 
recommended for this trip to save on tolls. We’ll head back to Williamsburg mid-afternoon after visiting the landfill. 
 

WHILE YOU’RE AT IT….MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR— 
 
Saturday, October 21, 2017 field trip to Grandview Beach, Hampton, VA. The Club did not visit Grandview in 
the fall of 1977, but our 2016 visit was very rewarding so we’re going back! Look for details in the October 
newsletter. 
 
Sunday, November 19, 2017 field trip to Hog Island. Hunting on Hog Island prevents us from visiting Saturday. 
Look for details in the November newsletter. 

 

 

 
NEW APPROACH 
 
Thanks to Cheryl Jacobson and Cathy Millar, we’ll have a new article in our Flyer each month. This will be a one to 
two paragraph summary of the presentation made by the speaker the previous month. Cathy Millar, our marvelous 
secretary, always writes a short summary of the speaker for our minutes. We’ll just put that summary in the newsletter 
to make it easily accessible to people who miss the meeting. Her hard work will be productively shared this way. We 
will kick this new approach off in our next newsletter as Cathy attempts to summarize all the wisdom that will be 
shared with us by our wonderful speaker, Mitchell Byrd. Thanks, Cathy, for all you do for us, and many thanks to 
Cheryl Jacobson for this splendid idea!  

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY: 

Introductory Bird Banding Course  
Warrenton, VA 
Environmental Studies on the Piedmont, in  
cooperation with the Institute for Bird Populations,  
is pleased to conduct an introductory bird banding  
course designed for both amateur birders and  
professional biologists. Fee: $1,000.00.  
Dates: Sunday, September 17th through Saturday,  
September 23rd, 2017.  For more information and  
registration, visit www.envstudies.org.  

NEW MEMBERS: 
We are pleased to welcome four 
new members to our Williamsburg 
Bird Club: 

 Rexanne Bruno 

 Stan Belback 

 Damon Gates 

 Clara Pina 

Happy birding!! 

http://www.envstudies.org/
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New Quarter Bird Walk on June 24th   
 
A very cozy group met at NQP on June 24th for some birding 
adventure! Led by Jim Corliss, the group was: 
 
Seated: Jan Lockwood, Joan Golliday, Joyce Lowry, Nancy 
Barnhart, Shirley Devan 
Standing: Sue Mutell, Jim Corliss, Leader, and Tom McCary 
                                                                                        (Photo by Shirley Devan) 

 
New Quarter Bird 
Walk on 
 July 8th  
Saturday’s walk at New Quarter Park was filled with 38 species of 
beautiful summer birds.  They included a Yellow-billed Cuckoo, an 
Ovenbird, Summer Tanagers, and even a Green Heron. It was a great 
group and they managed to get the through the morning without 
melting (barely). Jim Corliss, who led the gang, regrets that he can’t 
share the names of the folks in the photo – his note card got washed 
in the laundry along with his jeans….. 

 
New Quarter Bird Walk on July 22nd      

On the July 22nd bird walk, 20 eager birders beat the heat to see 37 species 
at New Quarter Park.  Led by Hugh Beard, the folks were able to see 
Acadian and Great Crested Flycatchers as well as Summer Tanagers, 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos, and even a Yellow-crowned Night Heron. (If 
you’re interested in the 
complete list, please visit 
our website at 
williamsburgbirdclub.org/.) 
But the scouts found the 
crabs and jellyfish in the 

river to be even more interesting.   
 
Participants: Nancy Barnhart, Hugh Beard, Cheryl Jacobson, Lieve 
Keeney, Jan Lockwood, Joyce Lowry, Tom McCary, Sue Mutell, 
Jeanette Navia, Annmarie Wojtal, Robert Wojtal, Cub Scout Pack 160, 
(Jimmie Reardon and 2 sons, John Grantz and 2 sons, Justin Lewis 
and 2 sons, Dylan DuReussel)                                                                              Both photos courtesy of Jeanette Navia 

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BIRD STORES!! 

Visit the WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED STORE in Settler’s Market in 

New Town.  The WBC receives a 5% rebate on the pre-tax amount 
spent by our Club members. Be sure to tell those generous owners that you are a member!   

    
  

THE BACKYARD BIRDER at Quarterpath Crossing (near the Kingsmill Harris 

Teeter) gives each of us at the WBC a 10% discount on all merchandise. Just let the 
kind folks there know that you’re a member to get your percentage off. 
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HAPPY FALL MIGRATION, ATLAS VOLUNTEERS!! 
A Letter from Ashley Peele, Atlas Coordinator 
 
We’re now firmly into the Fall transition time for migratory species, which means that Atlas volunteers should 
start thinking about switching their default eBird portal (on phone or computer) back to the 'regular' eBird portal 
(http://ebird.org).  The only breeding codes that may still be in use are confirmed breeding codes and even these should 
only be applied to resident species.  A few lingering examples of late-breeding migrants may persist, but volunteers 
should generally avoid tagging migrants with breeding codes at this late point in the season. 
 
One super late breeder that you are likely to still get breeding evidence for 
is the American Goldfinch.  This species can engage in breeding behaviors 
well into September and even early October.   
 
So!  Remember the rule and stick with it as we move into fall.  If an eBird 
checklist has NO breeding codes on it, then it belongs in the regular eBird 
portal. 
 
Thanks to all the volunteers who have continued to log late-summer Atlas 
data.  Many folks have used this time to snag those last few breeding 
confirmations.  Well done!   
 
We're well into a major review of the Atlas dataset, including assessing 
block completion potential.  Expect to receive communications from us 
ahead of next spring with recommendations for finishing block or moving 
on to others! 
 

  
                      Juvenile Chipping Sparrow photo by Inge Curtis

                                                                                                                        
   

SAVE THE DATES:   

The Audubon Christmas Bird Count is one of the highlights of 
our birding year! Count Coordinator Jim Corliss has set Sunday, 
December 17, 2017, as the date for our Club’s day in the field – 
and at our feeders – to count every species and their numbers! 
Plan to BE THERE! You’ll hear more about this important 
citizen science project in the coming months.  

 

A second date to remember is the beginning of Project 
FeederWatch.  November 11th is right around the corner, so be 
sure to sign up or renew your membership and participate in this 
wonderful Citizen Science activity.   

 

        
 Bonaparte’s Gull photo taken by Inge Curtis  

 

 

http://ebird.org/
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DON’T FORGET TO TAKE eBIRD ON VACATION/SAX ZIM BOG AND THE PHANTOM OF THE NORTH:   

Article and photo by Cheryl J. Jacobson 

One of my favorite uses of eBird is to explore what birds I might possibly see and what Hot Spots are near the area 
where I am going.  During early summer I traveled to visit my niece who lives northwest of Duluth, Minnesota.  
Since no one in her household does active birding, she did not know of Hot Spots near her.   
 
On eBird there is the tool bar that includes Explore Data.  Once one clicks on this option, one can then Explore a 
Region or Explore Hotspots.  By using these functions, I learned that as I traveled from Duluth to her house, I was 
not far from a Hotspot called Sax Zim Bog.  On the Explore Minnesota web site I learned: 
 

This IBA is approximately 3 hours north of the Twin Cities metro area. This area includes a mixture of state, county, private 
land, the Cloquet Valley State Forest, Whiteface River State Forest, the Sax, and two units of the Zim Wildlife Management 
Area.  
 
Level to gently rolling topography are characteristic of this region. The largest landform is a lake plain. Soils include extensive 
areas of peat over both fine-textured and sandy lacustrine deposits. This site includes sledge meadows, lowland brush and 
hayfields. There are stemless lady’s slippers and other species of bog vegetation including sundew, pitcher plant, leatherleaf and 
bog birch.  
 
This well-known wintering area for Great Gray Owls, Northern Hawk Owls, and Rough-legged Hawks is an ideal habitat 
for more than 240 species of migrant and breeding birds. Summer months bring Wilson’s Snipe and Yellow-bellied and Alder 
Flycatchers. Warblers are in abundance and include Connecticut, Black-throated Green, Magnolia, Cape May, Canada, 
Blackburnian, Palm, and Black-and-White Warblers. You will also find Lincoln’s Sparrow, Pine Grosbeak, Boreal 
Chickadee, Gray Jay, Northern Waterthrush, Sedge Wren, Black-billed Cuckoo, Sandhill Cranes, White-winged Crossbill, 
and LeConte’s Sparrow. Four records of nesting Yellow Rails have been recorded since 1993. 
 
Of course I noted Great Gray Owl as I had never seen 
this species.  I returned to eBird and entered this species 
in the search data for ‘Explore a Species’.  I was thrilled 
to learn that a Great Gray Owl and two owlets were 
being seen in the Bog.  On several of the eBird lists, 
there were very clear directions on what roads in the 
bog were where they might be located.  In searching, I 
also learned that the Great Gray owl (Strix nebulosa) is a 
very large owl, documented as the world’s largest 
species of owl by length. It is distributed across the 
Northern Hemisphere, and it is the only species in the 
Strix genus found in both Eastern and Western 
Hemispheres. In some areas it is also called Phantom 
of the North. And, as you see from my photo, I did 
find the Owl along the designated road.  
 
Thanks, eBird! 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typical_owl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Hemisphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strix_(genus)
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SOME PHOTOS BY OUR TALENTED WBC PHOTOGRAPHERS   

 

 

Juvenile Great Crested Flycatcher at Alligator River—photo by 
Stan Belbeck 

 

 

 

 
 
 
            

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                          Black-legged Kittawake – photo by Inge Curtis 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great Egret by Scott and Janet Rathbun 
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‘Hidden in Plain Sight’, a 
photo by Barbara Houston, 
just won second place in the 
Alliance for Chesapeake 
Bay annual photo contest.  
Can you see the American 
Bittern in the photo? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, September 3 
Hampton Roads Bird Club sponsors a Bird Walk at Newport News Park, 7 am. 
Meet in the parking lot near Ranger Station. 

Saturday, September 9 
Williamsburg Bird Club sponsors a Bird Walk at New Quarter Park, 8 am. Meet at 
the parking lot near the office. 

Saturday, September 16 Williamsburg Bird Club Field Trip to the Eastern Shore – details on page 4. 

Sunday, September 17 
Hampton Roads Bird Club sponsors a Bird Walk at Newport News Park, 7 am. 
Meet in the parking lot near Ranger Station. 

 
Wednesday, September 20 

WBC Anniversary Celebration Meeting with speaker Dr. Mitchell Byrd—at 
Williamsburg Regional Library in the auditorium at 7:00 pm – details on page 1. 

Saturday, September 23 
Williamsburg Bird Club sponsors a Bird Walk at New Quarter Park, 7 am. Meet at 
the parking lot near the office. 

Saturday, September 23 Kiptopeke Challenge – details on page 3. 

Saturday, September 30 WBC’s 40th Anniversary Picnic at New Quarter Park – details on page 1. 

 


