






(A new letter to be mailed to all new members. lt is included in the Flyer for your information.)

Welcome to the Williamsburg Bird Club

\\'hile u'e realize that not all of our new members are strangers to this area a great many of them are. The purpose
ol-tlris letter is to provide an orientation to the birds of the area and to the places many of us go to find them. lt also
pror ides a rough guide of the birds we like to get reports on.

Backyard Birds:

These are the birds that you ore most likely to see at your feeder or in your yard throughout the year.
Rock Dove Carolina Chickadee European Starling
Irlounring Dove Tufted Titmouse Northern Cardinal
Red-bellied Woodpecker White-breasted Nuthatch Song Sparrow
I)orvrrl' Woodpecker Carolina Wren Common Grackle
llairy Woodpecker Eastern Bluebird House Finch
Norlhenr l:licker Brown Thrasher American Goldfinch
l'}ileated Woodpecker American Robin l{ouse Sparrow
[]luc Jay Nonhern Mockingbird
Anrerican Crow Eastem Towhee

\\'inter Visitors You lllight see in Your Yard That We Hope You Will Report:

Yellow-bell. Sapsucker Gold-crowned Kinglet White-throated Spanow
lled-hreasted Nuthatch Hermit Thrush Fox Spanow
lJrorrn C'reeper Cedar Waxwing Purple Finch
\\'inter Wren Yellow-rumped Warbler Evening Crossbeak
Ruby-crowrred Kinglet Dark-eyed Junco Pine Siskin

Wirhin l0 Miles of Williamsburg.vou can also find these birds year round:
\\'e report all but the common water birds, common hawks and vultures.
Double.crest. Corntorant Cooper's Hawk Barred Owl
(ireat lllue Herorr Red-shouldered Hawk Belted Kingfisher
Nlute Srvan Red-tailed Harvk Red-bellied Woodpecker
Canada Goosc Wild I-urke1 t:ie{d Sparrow
N4allard Norlhern Bobrvhite Eastern Meadowlark
Black Vulture Killdeer
'l'urkey Vulture Ring-billed Cull
Bald l:agle Herring Cull
Nortlrern llarrier Creat Black-backed Gull
Slrarp-shilrrred llarrk Creat Honred Oul

Within 10 miles of Williamsburg you can lind these birrls prerlominantly in the winter
months. We'd like reports of these:
Common Loon Blue-winged Teal Red-breasted Merganser
Pied-billed Crebe Gadwall Ruddy Duck
Llorned Grebe American Wigeon American Kestrel
Tundra Srvan Canvasback American Coot
Wood Duck Ring-necked Duck Field Spanow
Amer.Green-rving. Teal Lesser Scaup Savannah Sparrow
American Black Duck Common Coldeneye Swamp Sparrow
Northern Pintail Bufflehead Rusty Blackbird

l{ooded Merganser



We won'l try to list every possible warm weather migrant but we will use the Spring Count
check list with out repeating any of the birds listed above. Do report these.
Brown Pelican Chuck-will's-widow Chestnut-sided Warbler
Snowy Egret Whip-poor-will Magnolia Warbler
Little Blue Heron Chimney Swift Black-throat. Blue War.
Cattle Egret Ruby-throat.Humm.B. Pine Warbler
Green l{eron Eastern Wood-Pewee Prairie Warbler
Black-crown. N. Heron Acadian Flycatcher Blackpoll Warbler
Yellow-crown. N. Heron Eastern Phoebe Black & White Warb.
Osprey Great-crested Flycatcher American Redstart
American Kestre! White-eyed Vireo Prothonotary Warbler
Northern Bobwhite Blue-headed Vireo Ovenbird
Clapper Rail Red-eyed Vireo Northern Waterthrush
Black-bellied Plover Eastern Kingbird Louisiana Waterthrush
Semipalmated Plover Purple Martin Kentucky Warbler
Least Sandpiper Tree Swallow Common Yellowthroat
Western Sandpiper Nor Rough-wing Swal. Hooded Warbler
Short-billed Dowitcher Bank Swallow Yellow-breasted Char
Common Snipe Barn Swallow ' Summer Tanager
American Woodcock l{ouse Wren Scarlet Tanager
Laughing Gull Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Chipping Sparrou,
Bonaparte's Gull Veery Rose-breasted Crosbeak
Caspian Tern Gray-cheecked Thrush Blue Grosbeak
Royal Tern Swanison's Thrush Indigo Bu.nting.
Conrmon Tern Wood Thrush Uobolink
Forster's Tern Gray Catbird Eastern N,leadorvlark
Least Tern Blue-winged Warbler Orchard Oriole
Yellorv-billed Cuckoo Northenr Parula Baltimore oriole
Eastern Screeclr Owl Yellorv Warbler

Sonre favorite nearbl' hirding spots:

(]rlonial Parkwav
A l0 rnile road that rtttts front Jatttcstorvn to Yorktorrn. rnostlv along llre Jurrrcs arrd York l{ircrs rritlr.
rtrattl'parking pull-ofli. E,xpect alrnost anlthing in tlris varied habitat. \'ork l(irer is arr esccllcrrl
place for ducks and rratcrfow l.

.lrtnrestown Island
A,5-rrrile. one-\.\'a\ loop rtrad thrtlugh viner rroods arrd rrrarslres. rrith parkirrg pull-olli: cxccllcrrl lirr
rroodland specics and sorne rraterlirrr l.

llog Island
A rvildlife management area orr the lar slrore of thc Jarnes River reached bv crossing on the Sctlllalrd
Ferry'.proceedingstraightaheadtoRoute l0andturninglefltothemarkedtunroll'.Obsenation
platforms and ualking trails: great tor shore birds and s'aterfowl and sornc nrigrant song-birds.

Creen Spring Naturc Trail
A 2 rnile trailaround a beaver pond behind Janrestorvn lligh Schoolorr Iloure 5; look lbr warblers.
uoodpeckers. sualloss and uoodlarrd migrants; ducks and waterfo$l ilr the marshes.
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Jolly Pond
Located on Route 633 offof Centerville Road. Only 2 small pull-offs, but a great location for
waterfowl and swampy forest dwellers such as warbters and flycatcher.

College Woods
On the canrpus of the College of William and M.ry, adjacent to Lake Matoka, entered from Compton
Drive off Monticello Avenue. Area supports waterfowl on the lake and species that like mature oak
arrd beech forest.

Waller Mill Park
Tlre entrance is near the intersection of Route 645 and Rochambeau Road. Picnic areas and trails
through mature woods are excellent for thrushes, vireos, warblers, flycatcher, tanagers, and more.

York River State Park
I.lre entrance is otTof Route 606; visitor's center and extensive trails around nrature forest and salt
nrarsh; expect nrost anything but shore birds. Is sometimes the best location for warblers and
rvoodland migrants.

llassett Woods
OlTof Francis Street in Colonial Williamsburg, behind Bassett Hall; stream, woods and a fresh water
ixrnd: look for wrens, thrushes, woodland birds; must have a Colonial Wiltiamsburg ticket or a Cood
Neighbor's pass.

Wishing you many happy birding days.

The Williamsburg Bird Club


