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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

By Cheryl Jacobson 
 

As we begin a New Year, I want to 
thank you for electing me as your 
Club’s President.  After serving as 
Vice President of Programs for four 
years, I was ready for a new 
opportunity to provide service to the 

Club.  As your Club President, I strongly support its purpose as 
outlined on our website:  The purpose of the Bird Club is to 
promote interest in the study of wild birds; protect birds and 
their habitat; and share the joy of birding with others. 
 
I will utilize this Corner to update readers on ways they can be 
involved in activities that support the purpose of our Club.  
Along with the Board, I will seek ways of diversifying and 
expanding our membership to continue to have a successful 
club.  In future months, I will highlight citizen science activities 
that support our goals, such as the Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas, 
eBirding, and bird counts.  I will also provide information on 
activities of other organizations with which we share common 
goals, such as Virginia Society of Ornithology (VSO) and 
Coastal Virginial Wildlife Observatory (CVWO), and ways that 
we can participate as partners with these organizations. As your 
President, I will provide you with opportunities to learn new 
skills and enhance your current ones to be successful and, of 
course, all the while sharing and having fun. 
 
I will also be sharing information regarding current Club news 
and a few “blasts from the past.”  Jim Corliss recently spent 
countless hours scanning all the old newsletters, so they could 
be posted on our website.  I hope you take time to read them.  I 
have learned so much about the history of our Club from them.  
Ten years ago, Shirley Devan reported the following about the 
Christmas Bird Count:  
 
In the summary report issued by the National Audubon Society 
about the 2006-2007 Christmas Bird Count, Scott Weidensaul, 
naturalist, author, and ornithologist, authored an article called, 
"CBC:  The Climate Bird Count?" Scott described a new study  
 
(Continued Page 2) 

JANUARY 17TH CLUB MEETING @ 7 PM 

MAGEE MARSH WITH MATT ANTHONY 
By Judy Jones 
 
Please join us at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, January 
17th, in Andrews Hall, room 101, for a program 
given by our speaker, W&M student, Matt 
Anthony. His topic is a fascinating one, Magee 
Marsh. Situated on the southern shore of Lake 
Erie, this is a prime stopover for North American 
warblers during spring migration. Every year 
thousands of birders, photographers, and nature 
lovers flock to this location in spring to witness 
the unforgettable spectacle of large songbird 
concentrations preparing to migrate across the 
great lake toward their breeding grounds in the 
north. Many birders make the trip annually. Magee 
Marsh is just one of those special places that you 
feel compelled to return to year after year. You can 
reasonably expect to see 30 species of warblers 
(including the vireos) there and the endangered 
Kirtland’s Warbler often shows up mid-May. 
Come join us to learn more about this magical 
spot, so you too can plan a trip there next spring.    
 

FUTURE WILLIAMSBURG BIRD CLUB 

(WBC) PROGRAMS 

Our February meeting will be an exciting one!  A 
joint meeting with the WBC and the Historic 
Rivers Chapter of the Virginia Master Naturalists 
will take place in Andrews Hall, room 101. 
Speakers will be representatives of Busch Gardens 
with beautiful wild bird visitors.  Please join us on 
Wednesday night, February 21st, at 7:00 for this 
amazing presentation. 
 
Wednesday, March 21st, is a date to remember! 
WBC & W&M’s own Dr. Dan Cristol will be our 
speaker.  More to come on this program in 
upcoming newsletters. 

http://www.williamsburgbirdclub.org/


2 

WBC EXECUTIVE 

BOARD 2018  

 
 

 

President                                         303-519-0989 

Cheryl Jacobson                     jcheryljoy@aol.com 

 

Vice-President (Programs)             757-293-8297 

Judy Jones                                jjones184@cox.net 

 

Vice-President (The Flyer)             252-259-2809                                                                                                 

Melinda Cousins      1backyardbirder@gmail.com 

  

Treasurer  757-221-6683 

Ann Carpenter  carpent66@cox.net 

 

Secretary  757-229-1775 

Cathy Millar  millar.cathy@gmail.com 

 

Member-at-Large  757-221-6683 

Gary Carpenter  carpent66@cox.net 

 

Member-at-Large  757-813-1322 

Shirley Devan  sedevan52@cox.net 

 

Past President  757-229-1124 

Bill Williams            billwilliams154@gmail.com  

 

Committee Chairpersons 

 

Membership  757-707-3345 

Jeanette Navia jnavia@gmail.com 

 

Field Trips                                      757-645-8716 

Geoff Giles                           tylerandal2@aol.com 

Nancy Pledger  nancy_greer@msn.com 

                                                        804-337-2323 
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underway at the National Audubon Society whereby scientists are 
"trying to build a realistic picture of how climate change is affecting 
North America's birds.”  By Scott Weidensaul's measure, the CBC is 
not so much the perfect data set for such an analysis, it’s the only one. 
As the longest running and most geological inclusive wildlife study in 
the world, nothing comes close to CBC and the breadth of time and 
space, to say nothing of species it covers.  “The CBC started in 1900 
with just 25 sites, mostly in the Northeast. While it grew quickly, it 
wasn’t until the 1960's that the density and geographic range of the 
counts became statistically useful for this kind of analysis," according to 
Dr. Wesley M. Hochachka of Cornell University's Lab of Ornithology. 
  
I look forward to getting to know each one of you better. I especially 
want to welcome our newest members:  Cyndi Alexander, Susan B. 
Gregg, Diana Musick Hutchens, Kathleen Jabs, Pamela Schnabel, and 
Glenda White.  I hope you will take a moment to greet them when they 
attend a meeting. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on walks and perhaps you will volunteer to 
participate in some of our activities.  Another way to get to know one 
another is to see birds through your eyes, perhaps via your camera.  
Even if your camera is a simple point and shoot or cell phone, please 
consider sending a photo to our newsletter editor, Melinda Cousins, at 
1backyardbirder@gmail.com.  We want to see photos from as many of 
our members as possible.  Remember, this is not a photo contest but 
rather a way to share your experiences with all of us. Perhaps include a 
paragraph about your experience seeing the bird, especially if it is new 
to your life list. 
 
Also, another fun way of sharing is for you to consider engaging in the 
following “Bird of the Year” Challenge.    
 
First Bird-The Possibility of Creating Something Extraordinary! 
A game I have often played on New Year’s Day with my birder friends 
is “Bird of the Year”.  The very first bird you see on the first day of the 
new year is your theme bird for the year.  To add variation, we would 
sometimes change the parameters and say the first bird we saw in the 
woods, or the first bird of a certain category such as a song bird, or the 
first bird we saw on our favorite trail.  Each of us would spend 365 days 
watching our bird’s behaviors very closely, taking notes in a journal, 
perhaps sketching it or reading about it to learn as much as possible and 
sharing with one another.  
 
A Harvard biologist, Ernst Mayr, urged students he mentored to follow 
this same process, i.e., pick a bird, follow and study it, to learn the 
secrets of its breeding life, its winter habits, its unique habits, to take in 
small details that no one else knew or discussed because no one else has 
ever cared to watch so closely.      
 
One year when I lived in California, my Bird of the Year was the Black  
 
(Continued Page 3) 
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Oystercatcher.  When I first moved here, I had “The Year of the Carolina Chickadee.”  I invite you to play this game 
with me this year.  Choose a date in January to head out and select your theme bird.  Perhaps you will want to 
observe your species via webcams.  You can see many possibilities at:  https://explore.org/livecams/birds.  I would 
enjoy having you share information with me by emailing me at jcheryljoy@aol.com.  I would like to hear what bird is 
your “Bird of the Year,” how your bird has blessed your year, your perspective, your imagination, your spirit.  I may 
share some things we learn each month in this Corner.  We are sure to learn about different bird species and learn 
about one another.  
 
I wish you a wonderful New Year and I leave you with this thought:  "Humankind has not woven the web of life. 
We are but one thread within it. Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.  All things are bound 
together…all things connect."  — Chief Seattle 
 

WELCOME NEW WBC MEMBERS – WE LOOK FORWARD TO BIRDING WITH YOU! 
Cyndi Alexander, Susan B. Gregg, Diana Musick Hutchens, Kathleen Jabs, Pamela Schnabel, and Glenda White  

 

REPORTED SIGHTINGS FOR DECEMBER 2017 
(Send sightings to Melinda Cousins at 1backyardbirder@gmail.com) 

 
December 15th:  Mary Anne & John Fennell had a lone Cedar Waxwing taking a bath in the bird waterer.  
 
December 17th:   

-Carol O’Neil reports a Ruby-throated Hummingbird, immature male (pictured left), at 
Governor's Land Trails for over a week.  
 
-Mary Anne & John Fennell have a Hermit Thrush daily eating Beauty Berries and 
hanging out at the bird waterer (pictured right). 
 
-Patty Maloney, Cheryl Jacobson, and Jim Corliss 
are pictured doing their thing at the Christmas Bird 
Count (pictured below right).  This group was part 
of the Kingsmill Sector and were able to identify 
many species including their exciting Blue-headed 
Vireo (pictured below left).   
 

 

 

December 18th:  Nancy Barnhart spots 16 Dunlin on the Jamestown Island Causeway. 

Photo by WBC Member Mary Anne Fennell 

Photo by WBC Member Carol 
O’Neil 

Photos by WBC Member Judy Jones 

https://explore.org/livecams/birds
mailto:jcheryljoy@aol.com
mailto:1backyardbirder@gmail.com
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December 22nd:  Nancy Barnhart, Judy Jones, Joyce Lowry 
happily observed the Snowy Owl in West Point (see Judy’s article 
on page 5).  

December 25th:  Brian Taber excitedly reported a Black-throated 
Gray Warbler (pictured left) in his backyard in the Kingswood 
neighborhood.  This is the first record of this species in the 
Colonial Historic Triangle, per Bill Williams. 

December 26th:  David Laughlin reports a pair of 
Brown-headed Nuthatches at his feeder with a great 
picture of one of the pair (pictured right). 

December 29th:  Shirley Devan eyes two favorites at 
Tucker Landing, the Pine Warbler and Brown 
Thrasher (pictured below).  

 

NEMESIS NO MORE:  SNOWY OWL 
By Megan Massa 

Those who follow my birdwatching 
adventures might know about my nemesis 
bird, the Snowy Owl (pictured left). I had 
been trying to see one of these striking birds 
in Virginia since I started birding seriously 
in 2015.  Others in my cohort at the Bird 
Club of William and Mary had seen them, 
especially during the last irruption year. One 
club alumnus even went to graduate school 
up in Canada, where the owls are plentiful. 
But no Snowy Owls appeared to me.  Every 
plastic bag in an open field was my enemy. 
My little logbook of failed chases was a 
constant reminder of my yearly owl 
yearning.  I even dreamed of finding them.  

Photo by WBC Member Megan Massa 

Photo by WBC Member David Laughlin 

Photo by WBC Member Brian Taber 

Photos by WBC Member Shirley Devan 
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This month, my quest finally came to an end in Rockingham County at the inauspicious location of a Walmart 
distribution center behind a McDonald's.  After hours of casing the expansive stubble fields in the area, jumping at 
pale shapes, my partner-in-owls, Courtney Check, and I decided to take one last look around the spot the owl had 
been seen that morning (an empty signpost near the interchange).  
 
We pulled down the strange back road with no great expectations.  I thought I remembered the road coming to a 
dead-end, but to my surprise an expansive compound and legions of trucks appeared as the hills opened before us.  
At the end of the road before the entrance, I turned around but not before we spotted someone on the curb with a 
telephoto lens.  In an almost dreamlike state, we parked in a tiny pull-off (technically a no-parking zone) and very 
calmly started to walk towards the man with the lens to ask what he was looking for.   
 
I was the first to see it- a shape on a distant lightpost, so dark I thought it was the back of a Red-tailed Hawk in the 
dusk light.  We'd broken the curse!  Courtney and I gave the quietest spinning hug in the world and pulled out our 
scope.  
 
After a few minutes of watching the bird, a Walmart employee appeared to chat with us.  He very helpfully directed 
us ten feet back, across the thin yellow line on the road marking Walmart's private property. The bird eventually 
swooped down, powerful but slow-falling as a feather, onto some unseen prey. It didn't appear successful and flew 
off to another post shortly after that.  We watched it while there was light before shuffling off to our own nocturnal 
drive home, triumphant at last. 
 

SNOWY OWL BEAUTY 
By Judy Jones 
 
I was one of many photographers who converged on West Point (WP) over the last few weeks to get a glimpse of a 
beautiful Snowy Owl (pictured below on page 6).  On December 22nd, thanks to a holler from fellow WBC 
members, Shirley Devan and Barbara Houston, I drove up to a pier in West Point and saw her sitting on a piling on 
the dock, sunning and preening.  It was a Life Bird moment for me, and I relished it.   
 
The Snowy Owl is not often seen in Virginia, and like many photographers, it was a goal I had long dreamed.  
Between December 17th and today, there have been only a few sightings of these birds in the area.  According to 
eBird, it has been seen in Loudon, Rockingham, Franklin, and King William counties along with spots in the Virginia, 
Maryland, and Delaware’s Eastern Shore.   
 
The Snowy Owl, with its wingspan between four and five feet, usually can be found in the Arctic tundra in the 
summers and tends to migrate south in the winter. The females, like many in the raptor family, are usually larger than 
the males.  It is the largest (by weight) of all the North American owls, with yellow, catlike eyes that seem to stare 
right at you.  Several years ago, there was one in Yorktown, fittingly enough, seen at the Visitor’s Center.  That bird 
and our West Point Snowy Owl are the ones that have been closest to us, but they don’t seem to stay for long.  Our 
WP Snowy was gone for the Christmas holidays, returned for a day on January 2nd, and then disappeared again.  
Hopefully, she’ll be back soon, so others can enjoy a Life Bird experience.   
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NEW QUARTER PARK (NQP) BIRD WALK ON 

DECEMBER 23RD   

Seven holiday birders joined leader Jim Corliss on the final NQP Bird 
Walk of 2017!  Photo (left) taken at the fire circle.  Seated:  Sue Mutell, 
Nancy Barnhart, Joyce Lowry, Shirley Devan.  Standing:  Claire White, 
Wayne Moyer, Lieve Keeney, Jim Corliss.  Jim kept score and tallied 
the birds and counted the thousands of Common Grackles we 
observed from the floating dock.  View the complete checklist online 
at http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S41269499 

 
 

 

JANUARY 20TH WBC BOAT TRIP TO THE 

CHESAPEAK BAY BRIDGE-TUNNEL (CBBT) 

ISLANDS  
 
The Williamsburg Bird Club is sponsoring a boat trip to 
CBBT islands Saturday, January 20th, 2018.  Geoff Giles has 
chartered a large comfortable boat for this eye-level look at 
the Bay ducks and other wonderful species around the 
tunnel islands. Birding and photo opportunities should be 
very good from the boat.  The boat will stay around the 
CBBT islands and pilings and may venture to Fisherman 
Island near the Eastern Shore or out to the Capes near the 
mouth of the Bay depending on conditions. The CBBT area 
tends to have smoother water than ocean trips with many of the same exciting views of birds.  It will be possible to 
do some birding from the warm, dry cabin, but the best views and photos will be from outside on deck, so clothing 
that protects against wind and dampness is strongly recommended. 
 
We will have a good opportunity to observe sea ducks, shorebirds, raptors and more from a large, 
comfortable boat with ample heated cabin space, rest rooms, tables, and indoor seating.  The last few years this trip 

Photo by WBC Member Judy Jones 

Photo by WBC Member Shirley Devan 

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S41269499
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has given us some views and photo ops with humpbacked whales and harbor seals!  
We will gather January 20th at 8:30 a.m. to board the Bay Princess, which will leave at 9 a.m. from Lynnhaven Inlet at 
3311 Shore Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23451, and return to the dock at about 1 pm.  There is a very good seafood 
restaurant dockside for those inclined to have lunch upon return. If the trip is canceled due to weather, we will return 
your check or give you the option of a rain date approximately two weeks later. 
 
The fee is $30 per person.  Your check is your reservation.  We need 25 to ensure this trip happens!  Please sign up 
early (by mailing in your check).  Reservations will be taken on a first come, first served basis until the trip is filled. 
 
Please make checks ($30.00 per person) payable to “Williamsburg Bird Club” and mail to Ann Carpenter, PO Box 
764, Lightfoot, VA 23090.  Include your email address and phone number, so Geoff can confirm the final details 
with you. 

For additional info, contact Geoff Giles at tylerandal2@aol.com or (757) 645-8716.  More info at the WBC web 
site:  http://williamsburgbirdclub.org/ 

FEBRUARY 2-4 VSO WINTER FIELD TRIP TO THE OUTER BANKS, NC 

By Shirley Devan 

 
Make plans to join us for the VSO’s Winter field trip at the Outer Banks.  The weekend’s leaders 
include Bill Akers and Jerry Via, as well as VSO field trip co-chairs, Lee Adams and Meredith Bell. 
We always have great waterfowl, shorebirds, and raptors along with a wide assortment of land 
birds.  Register with Meredith Bell, trip coordinator, at merandlee@gmail.com or 804-824-4958.  

The Comfort Inn South Oceanfront in Nags Head will be the trip headquarters again.  The special VSO room rate is 
$72 for oceanfront and $62 for bay-view, plus tax.  Reservations must be made by January 8, 2018 to get the special 
VSO rate.  For reservations call 252-441-6315.  All VSO field trips will have a registration fee of $20 for NON-
members only.  This fee will be applied to an individual membership that will be active until the end of 2018.  HINT: 
Best to join the VSO!  More info:  http://www.virginiabirds.org/events/field-trip-announcements/20180202-outer-
banks 
 
Itinerary:  Friday:  All day trip to Lake Mattamuskeet; Saturday: Jeannette’s Pier, where we’ve spotted Razorbills, 
Northern Gannets and Black Scoters in recent years, then the impoundments of Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge 
and the beaches of Cape Hatteras National Seashore; and Sunday: Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge. 
 

THE RESULTS ARE IN FOR THE VIRGINIA BREEDING BIRD ATLAS, YEAR 2 (VABBA2) 
By Ashley Peele 

 
As the minds of many birders turn toward Christmas Bird Counts and the start of a new year of birding, project 
leaders and technicians are busily reviewing data collected by volunteers over the first two years of the VABBA2.  
Assessing this living dataset is already a complex task, given the nearly half million records logged to the Atlas eBird 
portal since March 2016.  However, as the State Coordinator, I must admit to relishing the task of digging into these 
records and seeing the discoveries Virginia birders have made in these two short years.  For many species, a rough 
picture of current distribution is already beginning to form and comparison with the first VABBA’s findings starts to 
reveal just how much has changed over the last 30 years.  I can’t help feeling a sense of pride in the VA birding 
community when viewing these first glimpses into our current breeding bird populations, because they would not 
exist without our committed volunteers. 
  
The 2017 Seasonal Summary highlights many of the new findings and project accomplishments in this second field 
season, but let’s dig in to some of those numbers and figures a little more: 
  
New Species Confirmations 
Atlas volunteers added seven new species to our list of confirmed Virginia breeders in 2017.  In Virginia’s coastal 
region, volunteers confirmed breeding Wilson’s Plovers and remarkably, strong evidence of breeding by a Painted 

mailto:tylerandal2@aol.com
tel:%28757%29%20645-8716
http://williamsburgbirdclub.org/
mailto:+merandlee@gmail.com
http://www.virginiabirds.org/events/field-trip-announcements/20180202-outer-banks
http://www.virginiabirds.org/events/field-trip-announcements/20180202-outer-banks
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Bunting pair (a first for Virginia).  Given the sensitive nature of these species, details of these discoveries are being 
kept private, but we appreciate the careful efforts of Eastern Shore volunteers to collect data.  Moving slightly inland, 
the Project’s first nesting pair of Anhinga was found via kayak in York County this summer.  Abby Walter, a birder 
and graduate student from Virginia Commonwealth University, documented the first confirmed Eastern Whip-poor-
will nest, coming upon the nest while conducting field work in Caroline county.  Abby was kind enough to share 
photos of Whip-poor-will nestlings, snapped before quickly moving away from the nest area.  Continuing westward, 
volunteers confirmed the first Brown Creeper nest while on a VSO field trip in Montgomery County.  Others 
identified Swamp Sparrows and Mourning Warblers in Highland county breeding in high elevation bog and forest 
habitats, respectively.  Details of these findings can be viewed on the Atlas eBird portal. 
  
Birding Effort Across VA 
Coverage and survey effort increased from our first to second season.  The number of volunteer birding hours 
increased by 30% overall.  Several rural regions of Virginia experienced significant boosts in survey hours, including a 
243% boost in the southwestern VA’s region 7 and a 140% jump in central VA’s region 4.  If we focus in on Atlas 
priority blocks, we find that birders in Northern VA’s region 2 and southeast VA’s region 12 continue to lead the 
charge with the greatest number of Priority blocks approaching completion (>15 hours of survey time).  And lastly, 
volunteers in or visiting regions 6 (Eastern Shore), 7 (southwest), and 12 (southeast) have the highest proportions of 
hours logged to priority blocks. 
  
As we move into the third breeding season, the VABBA’s primary objectives will remain focused on completing 
blocks and moving on to untouched priority blocks.  While we’re still working on a complete dataset review to assess 
block completion statewide, one easy rule may help you decide where to focus your efforts.  First, if an Atlas block 
has more than 40-50 hours of effort, it is probably time to move on, because we need to do our best to allocate field 
time where it will be most beneficial.  Spending 10 additional hours in a well-surveyed block to confirm 2-3 more 
species will provide less insight into the breeding communities than logging 10 hours in a previously un-surveyed 
block.  Later this winter, the VABBA2 will release more details on current block completions following the 
conclusion of the Atlas dataset review in early 2018. 
  
Stay Tuned  
As part of this dataset review, new regionally focused materials will also be made available prior to the start of spring 
migration in 2018.  These materials will include detailed regional maps highlighting block-level survey effort, species 
confirmations, and other data relevant to assessing survey needs.  Additionally, we will be sharing more preliminary 
project results and interesting findings as the start of our third season approaches.  Be sure to stay tuned via social 
media, the Atlas email list-serv, and the Atlas eBird portal for these upcoming stories. 
  
If you’d like to be added to the VABBA2’s email list-serv, please send your request to the state coordinator at 
ashpeele@vt.edu.  The Atlas Facebook page can be viewed at https://www.facebook.com/vabba2 and those 
interested in participating in the Atlas Facebook discussion group can visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/VABBA2 to join. 
  
It is often the case that birding hotspots fall outside of Atlas priority blocks.  In fact, many Atlas areas aren’t that 
exciting to visit.  And yet, amazing pockets of breeding birds can be found in the most unlikely places (stay tuned for 
upcoming stories).  To all the folks who have altered their birding routines to contribute much needed data to this 
project, we say a hearty thank you.  We appreciate your dedication to citizen science and to the conservation of 
Virginia’s breeding birds. 

 
RESULTS FROM THE 2017 WILLIAMSBURG CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
By Jim Corliss 

 
Our Christmas Bird Count (CBC) conducted on December 17, 2017 was another great success with 133 participants 
tallying 48,239 individual birds across 119 species. This was the 41st CBC for our bird club, and the 118th for the 

mailto:ashpeele@vt.edu
https://www.facebook.com/vabba2
https://www.facebook.com/groups/VABBA2
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Audubon Society. The number of participants for our count circle equaled our record that we set in 2016, and the 
number of species was only one shy of tying our 2016 record of 120.  
 
The total number of individual birds counted (48,239) comes in as the 6th highest that we’ve ever tallied, but it is still 
eclipsed by some huge numbers of birds observed in previous “rogue” years.  For example, in 1996, the total count 
was 205,187 birds, buoyed by an armada of over 150,000 Ruddy Ducks; In 1981, huge flocks of Common Grackles 
and Red-winged Blackbirds pushed the tally over 585,000 birds; and in 1994, our birders tallied more than 600,000 
Common Grackles on a CBC day that exceeded 620,000 birds. 
 
We didn’t experience one of these rogue years in 2017, but we did tally some all-time species high counts for our 
circle.  Wood Ducks were the most plentiful ever, with a high count of 43 birds, and 33 of them being found in the 
Jamestown sector alone.  A total of 419 Buffleheads beat out the previous record of 357, with large groups being 
observed in the Cheatham Annex, Gloucester, and Kingsmill sectors.  The Black Vulture counts continued to rise 
steadily with a new record of 248 compared to last year’s high of 211.  Bald Eagle counts also continued to rise with a 
total of 107, which was more Bald Eagles than ever tallied on either the Christmas Bird Count or the Spring Bird 
Count.  Red-shouldered Hawks continued the excellent raptor turnout with 31, compared to the previous high of 28 
in 2015.  And Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were high on the pecking order with a new record of 85, with the previous 
high count being 79 in 2012.  
 
Our feeder watchers proved once again that many unusual birds are lurking around right in our own backyards.  A 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird, immature male pictured on page 3), became our first-ever confirmed Williamsburg 
CBC sighting when it was observed and photographed at a feeder in Governor’s Land.  The male Western Tanager 
that has been visiting the feeder of Bill and Arlene Williams each winter since 2011 made its seventh consecutive 
CBC appearance.  A feeder in the College Woods sector was sporting seven, that’s right, seven Baltimore Orioles 
(pictured below left).   The CBC also found at a feeder in the College Woods sector with a female Painted Bunting, 
which was only the second observation of this species in our 41-year CBC history.   

 
Our field teams turned up their fair share of unusual species as 
well, including our fourth CBC record of a Cackling Goose 
pictured below left) and an immature Black-crowned Night Heron, 
both found at Hog Island.  Four Orange-crowned Warblers were 
observed, two at Hog Island and two at Jamestown.  Also on Hog 
Island, the team was able to conjure up a Merlin, which we’ve only 
been able to tally on roughly a quarter of our CBC checklists.  Our 
first CBC Common Merganser in over ten years was found in the 
Cheatham Annex sector, and our fifth CBC Blue-headed Vireo 

(pictured on page 3) was identified and photographed 
at the Kingsmill Marina.  
 
Thank you to everyone who continues to make our 
Williamsburg CBC an exciting club activity and a 
valuable citizen science project.  Special thanks to 
Sara Lewis for arranging the meeting room and 
providing food and refreshments for the count-day 
compilation meeting.  This year’s Spring Bird Count 
is just around the corner, so mark your calendars for 
Sunday, May 6th.  Last year we had a record 87 
people participate in the Spring Bird Count.  Let’s try 
to break 100 participants mark this year!   Cackling Goose 

Photo by WBC Member Brian Taber 

Photo by WBC Member Mary Ellen Hodges 

Photo by WBC Member Jim Corliss 
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IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR... 

TO PAY YOUR 2018 DUES! 

It’s 2018 and our Club’s 41st year!  We have 41 years of community support to 
celebrate and continue. 

-The Club continues to award scholarships to W&M biology graduate students.  These 
“Ruth Beck & Bill Sheehan Ornithological Research Grants” provide critical funds 
for the field research these students need to complete their theses.  These funds often 
pay for specialized equipment, gas, and other unanticipated expenses. We plan to award 
at least three scholarships in 2018. 

-Since 2008, the Club has awarded the “Bill Williams Nature Camp Scholarships” to 
local youth to attend a two-week field-based, experiential camp focusing on natural 
history and environmental studies. Often these camp experiences are life-changing for 
young people and lead them to a future in science and biology.  We hope to sponsor 

three youths again in 2018. 

-Since 2010, the Club has provided bird feeders and bird seed for the Developmental Playgroup room at Child 
Development Resources (CDR) in Williamsburg.  The children are attracted to the room’s large windows and often 
spend time immersed in observation of the feeding birds, while providing an opportunity to expand a child's 
language.  CDR’s bird seed needs now exceed what the WBC has been able to provide, so we turn to you, our 
members, to supplement what the Club can provide. 

-Have you ever checked out a bird book at the local library and found a bookplate recognizing the Bird Club?  For 
over 35 years, the Club has donated funds to the Williamsburg Regional Library for the purchase of bird books and 
media.  The WBC’s donation allows the library to add more than a dozen titles each year. 

These research and community commitments total over $5000 per year.  Our membership dues alone are insufficient 
to support these important efforts.  We appreciate your contributions to continue to support these important 
missions of the WBC, which add value to our community.  Your WBC dues and donations stay right here in 
Williamsburg supporting and improving our community. 

Thank you for your generosity in the past, and we hope you will give any extra donations as you are able.   

On the attached renewal form, please consider an extra donation of the programs described.  Each of these is an 
investment in the future and reflects our Club's optimism and commitment to education and research.  

Please spread the joy of WBC membership.  If you are an “Individual” member, consider becoming a “Family” 
member or “Patron.”  Encourage a birding friend to join the Club.  We look forward to your participation in our 
2018 events and your continued financial support. 

If you have any questions about your membership, please email Jeanette Navia, Membership Chair, at 
jnavia@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jnavia@gmail.com
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SUPPORT OUR LOCALLY OWNED BIRD STORES & FELLOW WBC MEMBERS!  

     
Backyard Birder Seed & Supply located in Williamsburg at the Quarterpath Crossing 
Shopping Center near the Kingsmill Harris Teeter gives each WBC member a 10% 
discount on purchases.  Please inform them you are a WBC member during checkout.  
https://www.backyardbirder.org 

 
 

Wild Birds Unlimited located in Williamsburg at Settler’s Market in 
New Town gives a 5% rebate to the WBC on the pre-tax amount spent in 
store by WBC members.  Please inform them you are a WBC member 
during checkout.  https://williamsburg.wbu.com/ 

 
CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, January 7 
Hampton Roads Bird Club’s sponsored Bird Walk at Newport News Park is 
CANCELLED, due to frigid temperatures. 

Saturday, January 13 Williamsburg Bird Club (WBC) sponsors a Bird Walk at New Quarter Park, 8 am.  

Wednesday, January 17 
WBC Monthly Meeting, 7 pm, Andrews Hall, Room 101, W&M Campus.  Parking 
pass needed.  See page 1 for details. 

Saturday, January 20 
WBC Field Trip – CBBT Tunnel Islands by Boat. Please note that you must 
register and pay ahead of time for this field trip. Details on page 6. 

Sunday, January 21 
Hampton Roads Bird Club sponsors a Bird Walk at Newport News Park, 7 am. 
Meet in the parking lot near the Ranger Station. 

Saturday, January 27 Williamsburg Bird Club (WBC) sponsors a Bird Walk at New Quarter Park, 8 am. 

February 2-4 VSO Winter Field Trip.  See page 7 for details. 

Friday-Monday, February 16-19 
Save The Date for the Great Backyard Bird Count.  More Here:  
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/about/ 

February 21 
WBC Monthly Meeting, 7pm, Andrews Hall, Room 101, W&M Campus.  See page 
1 for details. 

Dues, Dues, Dues! Please pay your membership dues.  Thank you! 

 

https://www.backyardbirder.org/
https://williamsburg.wbu.com/
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/about/

