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President’s Corner 
By Bill Williams 

 

 The knock on our front door 
on March 25 turned out not be 
the package delivery service we 
were waiting for. Instead, it was 
an attentive male House Finch 

clamoring around on our decorative wreath, adding 
material to a nest that already cradled a single, pale 
blue-speckled-with -light-brown egg, the first of 
probably 3 more to go over consecutive days. 
Really? Already??!! Spring has barely begun! There 
are still White-throated Sparrows at the feeder! 
There are Razorbills and Snow Buntings at Ft. 
Monroe! The goldfinches aren’t even completely 
“gold” yet. Winter? Spring? Migrant? Breeder? It’s 
the stuff middle schooler’s claim gives them a 
“brain ache”! 

For the birding community, the winter to spring 
transition brings a deluge of expectation, 
anticipation, surprise, and downright joy. Every day 
and night, every weather change, and every shift of 
the wind and tides has the very real potential to 
offer up something new, something early. Indeed, 
the latter has already come to pass for two 
species—our earliest-ever Royal Tern that Dan 
Cristol and his ornithology class found at College 
Creek on March 2nd and a record-early Black-
throated Green Warbler discovered by Nick 
Newberry in Lake Matoaka Woods on March 26th. 
The previous local early date for Royal Tern had 
been March 6th and for the warbler, April 3rd. 

Remember that Allen’s Hummingbird, and that it 
departed on or just after January 17th? About the 
same time, a Clay-colored Sparrow, our third-ever 
local record and the only one known to Virginia 
birders this winter and early spring, showed up at 
Brian Taber’s feeder. It played hard-to-get hide and 
seek there for several weeks.      (Continued on Page 3) 

April 19
th

 Meeting – 7:00—Our Grant Recipients from 

W&M Share Their Work 
By Dan Cristol 
 
Bird Club research grant winners Ohad Paris and Juan Botero 
will be presenting their findings at our April meeting. Both are 
Masters students in the Biology Department at William & 
Mary, and both are working on the issue of mercury pollution. 
In an integrated presentation, Ohad will talk about how 
mercury exposure affects nesting, in particular whether a small 
amount of mercury at a young age is enough to hurt breeding 
later in life. Juan examines the effect of mercury on cell 
ageing, also known as oxidative stress. His findings get at the 
specific ways that mercury is bad for birds...and of course the 
same likely applies to people. 
 
May 17

th
 Meeting – 7:00—What Do Birds Eat? 

By Cheryl Jacobson 
 
May's speaker promises to be very interesting and will provide 
us an opportunity to become involved in an important research 
effort. It is titled: What Do Birds Eat? Help Us Find Out!” 
Ashley Kennedy, our speaker, is a PhD student at the 
Department of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the 
University of Delaware. She is a Virginia native. To answer 
questions about birds’ feeding preferences, and ultimately to 
help us make better-informed decisions about bird habitat 
management, Doug Tallamy’s lab at the University of 
Delaware is undertaking a long-term research project— but 
they need help from citizen scientists to make it work! They 
are compiling a database 
of bird-insect interactions 
based on photos 
contributed from all over 
North America. Anytime 
you see a bird with an 
insect in its bill, snap a 
photo. Their team will 
then identify the 
arthropod prey and add it 
to their database. Here is 
one of the photos that I submitted last June to their website: 
http://www.whatdobirdseat.com/ .  
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2017 WBC Executive Board     

 
President                           
Bill Williams                            229-1124         

billwilliams154@gmail.com 
 

Vice-President (Programs)  206-1046 
Cheryl Jacobson  jcheryljoy@aol.com 
 
Vice-President (The Flyer)           293-8297 
Judy Jones                                  jjones184@cox.net  
  
Treasurer  221-6683 
Ann Carpenter  carpent66@cox.net 
 
Secretary  229-1775 
Cathy Millar  millar.cathy@gmail.com 
 
Member-at-Large  221-6683 
Gary Carpenter  carpent66@cox.net 
 
Member-at-Large  215-837-0930 
Deane Gordon  deanegor@gmail.com 
 
Past President  645-8716 
Geoff Giles tylerandal2@aol.com 
 
Committee Chairpersons 
 
Membership  704-562-6081 
Lisa Nickel ltnickel@gmail.com 
 
Field Trips                                                 813-1322 
Shirley Devan  sedevan52@cox.net 
 
Bird Counts 565-0536 
Jim Corliss jcorliss240@cox.net 
 
New Quarter Bird Walks                     634-4164 
Jan Lockwood                                nzedr@msn.com 
 
Records 229-1124 
Bill Williams  billwilliams154@gmail.com 
 
Library Liaison  565-6148 
Lee Schuster  dljschuster@cox.net 
 
Refreshments                                215-837-2226  
Ruth Gordon  ruthkagordon@gmail.com 
 
Webmistress  707-3345 
Jeanette Navia  jnavia@gmail.com 
 
Historian  229-2830 
Tom McCary                 tom.b.mccary@gmail.com 
 

 

Reported Bird Sightings for March, 2017 
(Send your sightings to Judy Jones at jjones184@cox.net) 
February 26: Bill Williams observed the Clay-colored sparrow at Brian 
Taber's house just off Jamestown Road. 
 
March 1: Bill Williams reported that “his” Western Tanager is still 
making appearances at his backyard feeder in Settler’s Mill. 
 
March 1: The Clay-colored 
Sparrow at Brian Taber's house 
continued to have multiple 
observations by birders from 
around VA. This photo is by 
Andy Hawkins.   
 

March 1:   Several Bird Club 
members and Virginia Master Naturalists observed 3 Laughing Gulls at 
Jamestown Island and… 
 
March 1: …from College Creek Hawkwatch, Bill Williams observed 12 
American White Pelicans soaring over Hog Island WMA, Surry County. 
Per Bill: "(they were) soaring above the WMA on strong southwest 
winds. These large White Pelicans with black-tipped primaries and large 
orange bills have been present at this site for several weeks." 
 
March 2: Virginia Wycoff continued to find a pair of Blue-winged Teal 
in a wetland near her home in Williamsburg West. 
 
March 4: Bill Williams and Andy Hawkins observed a Blue-winged Teal 
on Lake Matoaka. 
 
March 4: Brian Taber still has the Clay-colored Sparrow at his home. 
 
March 8: Shirley Devan observed two Red-headed Woodpeckers, two 
Bald Eagles, and two Wood Ducks at Powhatan Creek Park, plus 11 
other “usual suspects.” 
 
March 9: Shirley Devan finally added a Wilson’s Snipe to her 2017 year 
list after observing two birds at the Warhill Sports Complex pond. 
 
March 11: Dan Cristol writes, “A nice male Western Tanager—but not 
the same one as in Bill Williams' yard (based on less red on head) – was 
across the street from my house, feeding under the bark on a birch tree, 
on Linden Lane in Rolling Woods subdivision. Perhaps this is the same 
one that was photographed last winter at a feeder near Jamestown Road 
and 199, which is about a mile from my house as the tanager flies.” 
 
March 15: Gary Carpenter spotted two flocks of Cedar Waxwings. The 
first flock was about a dozen in Colonial Heritage.  Later he saw a much 
larger flock, 40 to 50, on Mooretown Road near Verena. 
 
(continued on page 4) 



3 

President’s Corner (continued from page 1) 

 
Recently the sparrow has been a little more cooperative and somewhat predictable. 
SO…. here’s this rare winter visitor in Brian’s back yard while just off the Taber’s 
front yard there’s an incubating Red-shouldered Hawk! Good grief, Charlie Brown! 
Simultaneously, there is a Mourning Dove sitting tight on its nest, for a fourth year 
in row, atop an ornamental door frame column at the entry of the Exercise Center 
at the Landing. Kinda uppidy perched on that pedestal, eh?!                                                   

                                Photo of an Eastern Bluebird was taken by Cathy Flanagan  

Over on the York River, there had been flocks of Ruddy Ducks 
and a reliable scattering of Horned Grebes drifting nearby pretty 
much all winter with their white faces and drab brown/gray body 
plumages. If you go over there now, there’s a bunch of birds in the 
same place with all this bright reddish brown and black and orange 
going on and some small ducks with bright blue bills. What do you 
mean, it’s the same birds that just changed colors? That fast? 
Hormones caused that!? What caused the hormones? Oh Boy! 

March 4th was the early date for this first Osprey, taken by Barbara Houston               

And lastly, there’s this……Mitchell Byrd and Bryan Watts recently 
completed their annual aerial survey of Bald Eagles nesting along the 
lower James River. One of the nests they observed had chicks 
Mitchell and Bryan determined were at least 7 weeks old. Back-date 
those 49 days with another 35 days for incubation and you find the 
adult pair had produced that egg clutch in mid-December 2016! As 
remarkable as that is, it is even more significant when we consider 
that 40 years ago, when the Williamsburg Bird Club was in its first 
year, such an early nesting would have been impossible; impossible 
because there were zero Bald Eagles nesting on the James River in 
the mid-1970s. Zero! Fast forward to the mid-March 2017 survey 
which revealed about 300 active James River nests, including 7 on 
Hog Island Wildlife Management Area in Surry County! By the 
way….because inquiring minds want to know….this was Mitchell’s 
forty-first consecutive year of Bald Eagle flight surveys!           Photo of this juvenile Bald Eagle in Toano was taken by Carol Annis.                            

Enjoy the next several weeks. It’s only just begun and it only gets better! 

 

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BIRD STORES!! 
 
Visit the WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED STORE in Settler’s Market in New 
Town.  The WBC receives a 5% rebate on the pre-tax amount spent by 
our Club members. Be sure to tell those generous owners that you are a 
member!   

     
THE BACKYARD BIRDER at Quarterpath Crossing (near the Kingsmill Harris Teeter) gives 
each of us at the WBC a 10% discount on all merchandise. Just let the kind folks there know 
that you’re a member to get your percentage off. 
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SIGHTINGS (Continued from page 2) 
March 16: Gary and Ann Carpenter saw Gadwall and Ring-
necked Ducks at the Warhill Sports Complex. 
 
March 16: Brian Taber reported five American White Pelicans 
over Hog Island in Surry County. 
 
March 19: Bill Williams’s Western Tanager is “still here” at his 
feeder in Settler’s Mill. 
 

March 20: Nancy Barnhart, Cheryl Jacobson, and Jan 
Lockwood saw a Caspian Tern on the Causeway at Jamestown 
Island. They noted that it was “larger than Royal Tern, heavier, 
and with a redder bill.”  

 

March 20: Andy Hawkins 
spied this Bonaparte’s 
Gull while on the 
Jamestown Ferry.   

 

March 24: Matt Anthony and Nick Newberry 
ventured to Harrison Lake National Fish Hatchery, 
Charles City, and were pleased to find a Black-and-
white Warbler. 
 
March 24: Brian Taber saw two Purple Martins at 
the College Creek Hawkwatch Site along the 
Colonial Parkway. 
 
March 26: Nick Newberry reported: “While 
kayaking around Lake Matoaka this evening, I 
heard a Black-throated Green Warbler sing its full 
song at least 5 times. March 26 is listed as the 
extreme early date for this species in the coastal 
plain and this constitutes my first March record of 
this species. The Louisiana Waterthrushes and 
Yellow-throated Warblers are back as well.” 

 

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
By Shirley Devan 
 
April 15, 2017: Field Trip to the Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge 
Our leader will be our own Bill Williams and we’ll explore Jericho Ditch. By mid-April the “Dismal” will be full with 
warblers (and butterflies) and we should see and hear some great birds. Bring cameras, bug spray, sun protection, 
water, and snacks. Here’s a link to their web site: https://www.fws.gov/refuge/great_dismal_swamp/ 
  
Meet at Colony Square Shopping Center by 7 am.  We will leave promptly at 7:00 am and will return to Colony 
Square around 1:00 pm that afternoon.  No need to sign up for this trip. It’s free and open to the public—but 
carpooling is definitely recommended. 
 
May 20, 2017: Field Trip to the James River Park in Richmond 
With Nancy Barnhart as our leader, we’ll make our way first to the Park’s 42nd St. access entrance where a nearby 
elevated walkway provides treetop birding for good looks at warblers, vireos and 
other neotropical migrants. We may visit other nearby Park sites such as The 
Wetlands or Pony Pasture. Here’s a link to the web site: 
http://www.jamesriverpark.org/visit-the-park/getting-there.php 
 
Meet at Colony Square Shopping Center by 7 am We will leave promptly at 7:00 
am and will return to Colony Square around 1:00 pm that afternoon.  Again, no 
need to sign up for this trip. It’s free and open to the public—but carpooling is 
definitely recommended. 
 

PATCHES FOR SALE!!! 
The Bird Club has these patches for sale! These are delightful additions to your 
bags, jackets, hats, shirts, sweatshirts…you name it, it’ll look better with a 
Williamsburg Bird Club patch attached.  We are asking a donation of $5.00. If you 
want one but can’t make it to the meeting, send a check for $5.00 (payable to 
Williamsburg Bird Club) to PO Box 1085, Williamsburg, VA 23187 and we’ll mail 
you your patch.  (Be sure to include your mailing address with the check!) 
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New Quarter Bird Walk on March 11th   
By Nancy Barnhart 

 
 Twelve hardy souls attended our NQP Brrrrrd Walk on a chilly 
March 11th.  They saw 40 species, which is a higher number than 
the temperature they hiked through.  But, warm and cozy in 
heavy winter wear, the birders were rewarded by the sight of a 
beautiful Horned Grebe in transitional plumage.   
 
Photo of the 
Horned Grebe by 
Nancy Barnhart  
 
 
 
 
 

Participants were: Nancy Barnhart, Betty Tobin, Shirley Devan, 
Barb Neis, Sue Mutell, Susan Nordham, Kathy Flanagan, Portia 
Belden, Joyce Lowry, Thad Hecht, Kathy Pattison, and Karen 
Julienne. 
 
New Quarter Bird Walk on March 25th   
By Jim Corliss 

We had a great morning on our 4th-Staturday bird walk at 
New Quarter Park on March 25th. The three Osprey nests 
within view of the floating dock were each active with two 
adults that were busy nest-building and fishing. As we 
were watching from the dock, one of the birds dove and 
snagged a fish right there in Queen's Creek not far from 
us, and then was immediately harassed by an adult Bald 
Eagle. The eagle chased the Osprey towards the York 
River where they disappeared into the tree line. We never 
learned which bird had that fish for breakfast! We also 
enjoyed the familiar early spring songs of two Yellow-
throated Warblers, reminding us that spring migration is 
just around the corner! 
 
Participants were: (standing) Jan Lockwood, Lieve 
Keeney, Jim Corliss, David Lunt, Sue Mutell, and (seated) 

Cassie West, Karen West, Joyce Lowry, Cheryl Jacobson, Cathy Millar.  Behind the camera was our own Nancy 
Barnhart. 
 
DONATION FROM WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED! 
Many thanks to Wild Birds Unlimited for their semi-annual donation to the 
Williamsburg Bird Club.  This check was for $556, which represents 5% of 
Bird Club member purchases from July 2016 to December 2016.  This 
donation will go toward the monies needed to fund the research grants for 
W&M students.  It seems fitting as the original funding for the Research 
Grants came from the Bird Seed Sales! Many thanks to the gang at WBU for 
their generosity!                            Photo of the Red-headed Woodpecker by Inge Curtis 
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PHI BETA KAPPA AWARD! 
Phi Beta Kappa at W&M awarded the Williamsburg Bird Club 
the Lifetime Learning Award in May 2015. Geoff Giles, who was Bird 
Club President at that time, turned over the Award to current President 
Bill Williams at the March Club meeting. 
 
COASTAL VA WILDLIFE OBSERVATORY...AN UPDATE 
By Brian Taber 
 
College Creek Hawkwatch had its second-best February in our 21 seasons, 
but then the unsettled March weather slowed migration considerably. Our 
Prothonotary Warbler nest box program begins in early April at 
Northwest River Park in Chesapeake and along the Dragon Run in King 
and Queen and Middlesex and in James City County and in Newport 
News. The Observatory is again awarding its Bill Akers Grad Student 
grant to a William and Mary student this spring. Butterfly surveys in the 
Williamsburg area are also underway, in partnership with the Historic 
Rivers Chapter of Master Naturalists. Our two organizations are 
producing the second volume of the Annotated List of Butterflies for the Williamsburg area. 
 
 

 

OUR MARCH 18
TH

 FIELD TRIP TO BACK BAY 
By Shirley Devan, Field Trip Coordinator 
 
Nine hearty birders traveled to Back Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge on March 18th to look for late winter birds and early 
spring arrivals. The weather – cold, windy, rainy – felt like 
the dead of winter when we arrived at 8 am to meet our 
leader, Rob Bielawski. Rob alerted us that there were many 
(hundreds?? thousands??) of ducks on the ocean in easy 
viewing range just across the dunes from the parking lot. So 
we grabbed our scopes and winter gear and spent about 45 
minutes viewing hundreds of Red-breasted Mergansers, 
about 1500 Red-throated Loons, two dozen Common   

Photo by Shirley Devan                                                                  Loons, two dozen Horned Grebes (a few approaching 
breeding plumage), 40 Northern Gannets, 35 Brown Pelicans, 25 Bonaparte’s Gulls, 3 Laughing Gulls, 5 Forster’s 
Terns, and about 15 scoter species flying over the waves—plus about 30 Sanderlings flying back and forth in front of 
us. Rob was right! Remarkable looks at thousands of birds close to shore! 
 
Back around the parking lot edges, we all got good looks at immature White-crowned Sparrows, year birds for several 
observers. Later in the morning, participants found two Wilson’s Snipe near the Visitor Center, an Orange-crowned 
Warbler (along Bay Trail), as well as Swamp Sparrows, Savannah Sparrows, and Song Sparrows all around. We were a 
bit early for some of the spring migrants that appeared a few days later. 
 
Rob kept score and tallied 47 species for the full morning plus 4 other taxa. 
 
Participants were Nancy Barnhart, Gary Carpenter, Shirley Devan, Ron and Sylvia Geise, Cheryl Jacobson, Jan 
Lockwood, Joyce Lowry, and Tom McCary. Many thanks go to Rob Bielawski for showing us the birds around his 
“patch.” 
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THANK YOU NOTES FROM OUR FRIENDS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD…. 
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BACK BAY MAGIC 
Article and photos by Cheryl Jacobson 

The field trip to Back Bay in March led by Rob Bielawski was wonderful in spite of the rain. This has become one of 
my favorite birding areas and Rob is an ace of a leader.   For those who 
persevered, there was the reward of some great looks at birds. There was 
the report of a Wilson's Snipe in the large field by the Ranger Station.  I 
was able to locate it and 
took some photos in the 
rain. Most of the group 
dropped off but because 
Rob was not quitting, Gary 
Carpenter and I continued 
on and got great looks at 
an Orange-crowned 
Warbler and other birds. 

On the way home, we 
stopped near Little Island 

Park where I had spotted Eurasian Collared Doves in order to help 
Tom McCary get a good look at this species. This was a lifer for him.  
When asked about this experience, Tom wrote, “It was a thrill for me 
to see the Eurasian Collared Dove. I had looked for that bird on trips 
to the Eastern Shore before, but every time I felt about to be 
rewarded, the bird in my sights was a Mourning Dove. I really 
appreciate the efforts Cheryl made to help me see this special bird!” 

 

In the morning after leaving the beach, everyone had seen Blue-winged Teal and 
White-crowned Sparrows near the Ranger Station.  

ATLAS UPDATE FROM ASHLEY PEELE 

 
Hi Atlasers! I wanted to share some great advice that was recently posted to the 
Atlas Facebook group.  Jon Little is an expert birder and Atlas volunteer, who has 
developed some fantastic knowledge and expertise on finding/identifying raptor 
nests.  Here is what he shared with the group... 

I’d like to encourage folks to be looking for raptor nests right now. Before the leaves emerge is the best time to search for nests that were built last 
year or are currently under construction.  
So far, we’ve found 34 hawk nests in our area (mostly RTHA) to re-check in a few weeks. 2 already have GHOW on them, 1 has a RTHA, 
and 1 empty nest has new greenery in it, typical for RSHA. Of the 15 BAEA nests we regularly monitor, 10 are now occupied and presumably 
incubating (the other 5 we have not checked yet). 
If you know of any old hawk nests, do check them for GHOW. The owls almost always use old hawk nests and generally start a month or so 
before the hawks do. As I’ve often found, when a hawk returns to find its previous nest taken over by a GHOW, they will build a new one 
somewhere nearby, so do look for that too. 
Jon & BJ Little  
Winchester 
Great advice for the group!  We appreciate it when you folks share tips you've gleaned from your years of birding.   

Ashley Peele, PhD 
Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas Coordinator 
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VSO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING IN MAY—IN RICHMOND!                 

 
The Richmond Audubon Society is excited to serve as the host chapter for 
the Virginia Society of Ornithology’s Annual Meeting.  We’ve scheduled the 
meeting for the first weekend of May, from May 5-7, 2017.  Our home base 
for the weekend will be the Wyndham Virginia Crossings Hotel and 
Conference Center located at 1000 Virginia Center Parkway, Glen Allen, 
Virginia.  It is a beautiful property located north of the city, and the 
groundskeepers there tell us that they regularly have nesting Brown 
Thrashers and Carolina Wrens.  You can visit their website here for more 
information about the facility: 
http://www.wyndhamvirginiacrossings.com/  And, while the hotel’s grounds are lovely, we are very excited to 
show off all the wonderful birding locations we have in and around the city of Richmond. 
 
We are planning to host a number of field trips to some of our favorite spots.  By the first weekend in May, there’s a 
very good chance that the James River Park system will be teeming with many of the migratory species that make 
their way through our area every spring.  You can expect the field trips to touch on a number of our hot spots in the 

James River Park System in Richmond, which spans some 550 
acres right in the heart of the city of Richmond.  You can learn 
more about it by clicking here: http://jamesriverpark.org/ 
 
Urban birding won’t be our only option, either.  We have field 
trip leaders eager to show off the many wonderful spots in the 
central Virginia area that our members regularly enjoy.  We’ll 
have a full list of trips as we get closer to the Annual 
Meeting.  We’re also working on a line-up of excellent speakers 
and presenters for the weekend.  We are also planning a silent 
auction.  If you have an item that you’d like to donate, please 
contact me at president@richmondaudubon.org.  If you are 
interested in having a vendor table, or know of someone who 
might be interested, please also contact me at that address. 

Photo of an American Kestrel by Barbara Houston 
 
In the meantime, if you are looking to make your plans for the Annual Meeting, the Wyndham has agreed to a nightly 
rate of $124 for a single (including breakfast), or $134 
for a double (including breakfast for two).  To make a 
reservation, call the hotel at (804) 727-1400 or 1-888-
444-6553 and identify yourself as a member of the 
Virginia Society of Ornithology group to get the 
reduced rate. 
 
On behalf of the members of the Richmond 
Audubon Society, we are looking forward to hosting 
you in May 2017 and showing off all the wonderful 
reasons why Richmond is for bird lovers! 
 
Eileen Geller 
President, Richmond Audubon Society 
president@richmondaudubon.org 
 

                                                                                                                                  Photo of a Carolina Wren by Cathy Flanagan 
 



10 

THE EARLY BIRD CATCHES THE WORM 
By Cheryl Jacobson 
 
All you eBirders know that a feature of eBird is their tagging your entry as rare if it is shown as early to your location.  
Both Laughing Gulls and Royal Terns are two species that seem to have returned early.  Brian Taber noted an early 

Laughing Gull at the 
Hawkwatch site on the 
Colonial Parkway on Feb 20th 
and Jason Strickland noted an 
early Royal Tern at the same 
location on March 7th. I saw 
four early Royal Terns at the 
Kingsmill Marina on March 
12th.  Here are my photos of 
these "early birds".      

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PROGRAM SUMMARY FROM THE LAST THREE YEARS – We thought you might enjoy a look back…. (and many 
thanks to Cheryl Jacobson for her efforts over these past years to arrange for such a dynamic range of 

speakers!) 

 
January 2014--Barbara Houston--Photography/birding areas in Virginia 

February 2014--Libby Mojica--Osprey Population in the Chesapeake Bay and Beyond 

March 2014--Fletcher Smith--Northern Saw-whet Owls in Virginia and Autumn Migration on the Lower Delmarva 
Peninsula 

April 2014--William and Mary Grad Students/Grant Recipients  

May 2014--Bill Williams--Warbler Identification 

September 2014--Dan Cristol--Mercury Pollution and Impact on Birds 

October 2014--Bob Schamerhorn/Birding Florida's Hotspots 

November 2014--Junco Research/The Ordinary Extraordinary Junco/ Dan Cristol 

January 2015--Fletcher Smith-- Winter Marsh Sparrows on the Eastern Shore 

February 2015--Pearl Beamer--Rehabilitation/Sacred Friends in Wildlife Rehabilitation (canceled due to storm and 
rescheduled for May) 

March--Fletcher Smith--Red Knots Populations and Climate Change Impact 

April 2015--William and Mary Grad Students/Grant Recipients 

(Continued on page 11)  
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PROGRAM SUMMARY FROM THE LAST THREE YEARS (continued from page 10) 

May 2015-- Pearl Beamer--Rehabilitation/Sacred Friends in Wildlife Rehabilitation 

September 2015--Ann and Gary Carpenter--Birding in Texas  

October 2015--Andrew Arnold (ODU)--Land Bird Migration & Forested Stopover Habitat Evaluation 

November 2015--Patti Reum--Kestrel Nest Box Project 
VSO  

January 2016--Nick Newberry and Matt Anthony-- two 
W&M students present about their “summer projects” in 
2015. Matt Anthony is a W&M American Studies doctoral 
student who spent his summer at the Patuxent Wildlife 
Research Center in Laurel, MD working with the Breeding 
Bird Survey. W&M undergraduate Nick Newberry spent his 
summer studying flycatchers in Fairbanks Alaska.  

February 2016--Brian Watts--Shorebird hunting and offshore 
wind development and the importance of understanding 
mortality limits for these issues.  

March 2016--Ashley Peele, Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas 
Coordinator–VABBA2 Update 

April 2016-- William and Mary Grad Students/Grant Recipients                    Hermit Thrush photo by Inge Curtis 

May 2016--Bob Schamerhorn--Warbler Identification/photos and song 

September 2016--Shawn Dash--Breeding Birds 

October 2016--Bill Williams--Hummingbirds 

November 2016--Kendall Thomas--raptors from Busch Gardens 

January 2017--Bob Schamerhorn--Birds of Prey 

February 2017--Dr. Lesley Bulluck, Virginia 
Commonwealth University professor--Prothonotary 
Warblers 

March 2017-- Nick Newberry:  College of William and 
Mary—How Bird Diversity Affects Value in Home 
Prices 

April 2017-- William and Mary Grad Students/Grant 
Recipients 

May 2017-- What Do Birds Eat? Help Us Find Out!” By 
Ashley Kennedy, PhD student at the Department of 
Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the University of 
Delaware 

September 2017--WBC 40th Birthday Celebration                          Photo of a Northern Cardinal by Judy Kroeger 
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OSPREY SEASON HAS BEGUN 
By Cheryl J. Jacobson   

Our Osprey are back and are hard at work rebuilding their 
nests.  Several are also incubating eggs.  The HRC Virginia 
Master Naturalist and WBC members are also busy updating 
their information on the Osprey Watch web site. 
(http://www.osprey-watch.org/)   Here is a photo (right) of 
an osprey carrying nesting material that was seen at the bird 
walk at New Quarter Park on March 25, 2017.   

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Photo of Osprey carrying a stick by Cheryl Jacobson 
       
        
                 

 
Photo of an Osprey in Toano by Carol Annis 
 
 

 

 
Photo by Inge Curtis of an Osprey pair on their nest near her home 
 

 

       
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo of an Red-tailed Hawk in flight by Judy Kroeger 
 

 

 

 



13 

 

MORE PHOTOS BY OUR VERY TALENTED PHOTOGRAPHERS…. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This lovely Red-winged Blackbird photo is courtesy of Cathy Flanagan. 
 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This great Great Blue Heron photo was taken by Judy Kroeger. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This beautiful pair of Wood Ducks was photographed 
by Barbara Houston at Dutch Gap. 
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WHAT BIRDS EAT…..MORE PHOTOS OF OUR HUNGRY FRIENDS 

 
The Eastern Bluebird with its worm is courtesy of Inge Curtis. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Both the Summer Tanager and the Blue Grosbeak photos are courtesy of Cheryl Jacobson. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, April 2 Hampton Roads Bird Club sponsors a Bird Walk at Newport News Park, 7 am. 
Meet in the parking lot near Ranger Station. 

Saturday, April 8 Williamsburg Bird Club (WBC) sponsors a Bird Walk at New Quarter Park, 8 am. 
Meet at the parking lot near the office. 

Saturday, April 15 WBC Field Trip – The Great Dismal Swamp – Details on page4. 

Sunday, April 16 Hampton Roads Bird Club sponsors a Bird Walk at Newport News Park, 7 am. 
Meet in the parking lot near the Ranger Station. 

Wednesday, April 19 WBC Monthly Meeting, 7 pm, Andrews Hall, Room 101 on W&M Campus—
parking pass needed. See page 1 for details. 

Saturday, April 22 Williamsburg Bird Club (WBC) sponsors a Bird Walk at New Quarter Park, 7 am. 
Meet at the parking lot near the office. 

Sunday, April 30 Spring Bird Count – Mark your calendars now! 

May 5-7 (Fri.-Sun.) VSO Annual Meeting in Richmond—details can be found at: 
http://www.virginiabirds.org/events/annual-meeting/2017-opening-announcement 

Saturday, May 20 WBC Field Trip to Field Trip to James River Park in Richmond. Details on page 4. 

Saturday, May 27 
VSO Field Trip to Piney Grove to see the Red-cockaded Woodpeckers. Details at: 
http://www.virginiabirds.org/events/upcoming-field-trips-index/  

 


