Jan. 15 - Baltimore Oriole reported in Newport
News.
Jan. 9, 12, l5 and 28. - Mitchell Byrd reported a
Snowy Owl at Craney Island on Jan. 9 and on each
of those additional dates someone followed up on
his report and also found the owl. It may still be
there, as the Snowy Owl up on the Chesapeake
last year was observed for several months.

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRDS
After several reports of Selasphorus Hummingbirds from around Virginia in the past few years
and again in November and early December of
this year, one showed up in Williamsburg for the
Christmas Count and was observed by Bill
Williams. Then at the end of December another
arrived in Tom Armour's backyard. At last report
(Feb. 3) it was still there using the hummer feeder
and feeding on blooming mahonia bushes.

On Januarl' 26

this bird went
from being a
Selasphorus

Hummingbird
species to a
Rufous Hummingbird when it
was captured,
banded and

positively identified while hand
held by Mary
Gustafson.

Positive identification is made
from the tail
feathers. It was a first year female Rufous
Hummingbird. On the same day that Tom's bird
was banded, Mary banded two others over near
Lake Powell. They were also first year female
Rufous Hummingbirds.
Mary Gustafson has banded several of these birds
in Virginia, all of which have turned out to be
Rufous Hummingbirds. Mary hails from Maryland in the greater Washington D.C. area.
Tom says that the process is most interesting to
watch. Mary has a very fine wire cage about 18
inches square and about 24 inches high with a

door in one
side. She
hangs the
feeder inside
the cage,
props the
door open
and moves
about twenty
feet away
holding a
monofilament line
attached to
the door.
When the
bird enters
she pulls the
door closed and lifts the bird out by hand. After
examining the tail feathers, she inserts the bird
into an old nylon stocking and then gently eases
the feet out from the end and places a tiny
aluminum band printed with a serial number on
that very tiny leg. She then inserts the bird's bill
into the feeder and it does drink. Finally she
releases it. Tom said that the bird returned to the
feeder that afternoon but then disappeared for five
days. Happily, it returned on February 2.
This was not Tom's first experience with rufous
species birds. In 1983 one was seen off and on for
the month of January on Godwin Street and Tom
photographed it . The photo was published by
American Birds. In mid-March there was a report
of what was probably a rufous on Burns Lane and
Tom Armour also got a look at that one. In June
there was another report from Godwin Street that
sounded like the same bird seen in January. In
May 1993 possible rufous birds were seen in First
Colony and in Kingsmill. Then there were no
reports until Dec. 2001. The recent bandings were
the only positive identifications of the Rufous
Hummingbird in this area. (P.5. The editor got to
u,atch this bird throttgh Tom's scope on February
3 and added it to his life list.)
(P.P.S. Tom says that the Lake Powell man says
that he will never have another bird banded. One
of his Rufous Hummingbirds had become tame
enough to perch on the man's finger. Since the
banding the bird will not come anywhere near
him!.)

TABER HAWK WATCH BEGINS
Brian Taber has maintained a spring and fall hawk
watch for the past several years with the results
reported to the Hawk Maintenance Association of
North America which collects data from all over
the country. He welcomes any and all volunteers
who would like to participate in this activity and
Brian says that you don't have to be an expert to
be helpful.
Brian has found that many northbound and
southbound hawks use a broad path that crosses
the James River in a line running from where
College Creek enters the James River to Hog
Island on the south bank. Brian spends as many
lunch hours as possible and some weekends either
sitting in his car or in a beach chair on the wide
sandy area near the river from February 9 until
mid-March and then again in the fall. He is there
from about i i:30 to 12:30. If you would like to
participate or learn more about this call Brian at
253-1181 or stop by his watching post some day.

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT
IS FEBRUARY 5.I8.
The Audubon Society and Cornell University have
just announced these dates and invite the widest
participation possible. The purpose is to get a
mid-winter snapshot of where the birds are and, as
data accumulate, to measure changes in the bird
population d.istribution.

Participation is quite simple. Just count the
numbers and kinds of birds that you see in your
backyard, local park, wildlife refuge or other area
and send them through the Bird Source website at
www.birdsource.org. Report the species, the
largest number that you saw at any one time to
avoid repeat counts, include the postal zip ofthe
area observed and the hours ofthe day that you
spent observing. Keep a separate record for each
day that you participate. No minimum hours or
number of days are specified.

If you don't have access to a computer, Wild
Birds Unlimited or the library will file your
report. So will Bill Holcombe if you phone or
mail the information to him at 4705 Lady Slipper
Path, Williamsburg, YA23188 or 229-8057.
If you've never done this it really is a fun thing to

do and to know that there is real value to the
exercise.

CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD SEEN
IN NORTH CAROLINA
lot in this issue about hummingbirds but the unusual disbursal of these birds is
just about the hottest birding thing happening
right now in the southeast. The story is takenfrom
an article in the N.C. Danville Register and Bee,
Jan. 9, 2002 that Tom Armour received.)
Hopefully, Tom Armour's experience with the
Rufous Hummingbird just might parallel the
experience of Charlie and Ann Williams in Buena
Vistas, N.C. Three years ago the Williams had a
Rufous Hummingbird spend the winter with them.
(Yes, there is a

On December

l5 last year,

an even stranger hummingbird took up residence. This is a Calliope

Hummingbird, the smallest breeding bird in North
America. Susan Campbell of the N.C. Museum of
Natural Sciences, who banded and identified the
bird, said it is only the sixth such bird ever
spotted in North Carolina and the first in Forsyth
County. The Calliope weighs only one tenth of an
ounce and measures just three inches. The species
normally spends summers in the Northwest, even
traveling as far north as Alaska, and winters in
Mexico. "We don't know how or why it got here,"
said Ms. Campbell, "but it has the capacity to
survive winter without a problem." She pointed
out that Calliope breed in the high elevations of
the Rocky Mountains and are accustomed to
adverse weather conditions.
The number of hummingbirds wintering in the
southeast has risen dramatically since the mid1980s. However, tracking them didn't start in
North Carolina until 1995, so it is difficult to
understand what has prompted this sudden influx.
"Contrary to one popular belief," Ms. Campbell
said, "hanging feeders through the winter does not
encourage hummingbirds to spend the winter at
the risk of their health. The birds are smart
enough to know when it is time to move on."

The Williams are happy to have another hummer
to coddle through the winter. "We spent from 7:15
to 5 p.m. staring out the window the day after it
arrived, " Charlie Williams said, " I thought that
my eyeballs would pop out!" He said that he used

of sugar to feed his first wintering
whom
he calls "Miss Rufous."
hummer
Brian Taber is working to collect data on the
history of the Rufous Hummingbird in Virginia
and at this point has tabulated some 60 reports
that are heavily weighted to the past few years.
17 pounds

(Tom, we hope that history repeats itself and that
your next resident hummingbird will be a
Calliope. Ed.)

