Sparrow returned. On a trip down the Washington Ditch at the Dismal Swamp she saw two Bald
Eagles, a Catbird, several Fox Sparrows, a
Winter Wren and a large flock of Tundra Swans
on Lake Drumond. The next day on Upper Brandon Road in Prince George County she spotted a
Snow Goose in a flock of 200 Canada Geese and
then found two Ruddy Ducks and a Shoveler
Duck on a nearby pond.
Nov. 25 - Hugh Beard spots a real winner. A
participant in the Cornell University Feederwatch
program, Hugh was checking Goldfinches, House
Finches and Juncos around his feeder when "l
saw a flash of yellow and thought it might be a
Goldfinch holding his yellow colors. Then it came
into the open and I couldn't believe my eyes. It
was a mature Yellow Warbler!" We don't see a
lot of these around even in the spring months!
Nov. 26 - Bill Williams found a female Bobolink
at Mainland Farms. This date is a whole month
later than the "late date" reported in the Club's
1997 annotated list.
Nov.27 - Tom Armour spots ten Red-breasted
Mergansers on the James as he was catching "two
nice rock fish." This is the first fall report of Redbreasted Mergansers.
Nov.28 - Alex Minarik. walking Jamestown
Island with the faithful lab. Kate. found six Least
Sandpipers, Savannah Sparrows. "large flocks
of Cedar Waxwings everywhere and a singing
HERMIT THRUSH! The warm weather must
have him confused!"
Nov. 29 - Tom Armour sees a Common Loon and
15 Bufflehead on the James. At the Kingsmill
Marina. he sees 127 Forster's Terns, five Coot,
eight Great Black-backed Gulls. 25 Laughing
Gulls, six Herring Gulls and ten Ringbills.
Nov. 30 - Dan Cristol watches an immature
Merlin chasing crows, and an American Pippit at
Jamestown Island. Also reports that Ringbill
Gulls started dropping their clams on the road to
break the shells at least several weeks earlier
than normal. Dan wonders if this predicts a cold
winter. Ha!
The November Report from Camp Peary by Grace
and Joe Doyle, includes three weekend trips. They
varied from27 species to 44.Included are: Piedbilled Grebe, Great Egret, American Black
Duck, Canvasback, Ring-necked Duck, Bufflehead, Hooded Merganser, Ruddy Duck, Bald

Eagle, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk,
Northern Bobwhite, Killdeer, Belted Kingfisher, Eastern Phoebe, Brown-headed Nuthatch, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Yellow-rumped
Warbler, Pine Warbler, Swamp Sparrow,
White-throated Sparrow, Junco and Eastern
Meadowlark.
Dec. 3 - (We're moving into December a bit with
this one but I think that it deserves some comment
from those knowledgeable enough to do so. Ed.)
Tony and Chris Dion were crossing the open area
beyond the toll booth at Jamestown Island when
they stopped to watch some activity in the water
to their left: "A large flock of cormorants was
moving across the water left to right and then
reversing, flapping their wings and causing a great
commotion while stirring up the water as a group.
Periodically they'd stop and scoop up fish near
the surface. We watched for the better part of half
an hour and we guessed that they were herding the
fish. A rather large flock of gulls flew just above
the cormorants, being opportunistic, and a Belted
Kingfisher very close by on the shore watched but
stayed out of the way." Tony thinks that there
may have been some Anhingas mixed in with the
Cormorants, which would have been an extremely
rare sighting. Comments from anyone with knowledge of this kind of Cormorant behavior will be
appreciated.

VI RGINIA I NTERNET REPORTS

OF SPECIAL INTEREST
Nov.9 - From nearby Gloucester County. "First
Purple Finch, Ruby-crowned Kinglet and
Winter Wren arrive. Fiermit Thrush, Towhees
and Juncos about for two weeks."
Nov. I I - Northern Goshawk in Orange County
and Loggerhead Shrike in Culpepper County.
Long-tailed Ducks on Lake Anna.
Nov. 12 - Immature Rufous Hummingbird at
southern end of Virginia Beach feeding on Pineapple Sage (Red Salvia). On Dec.1 a Rufous
Hummingbird was reported in Springfield, Fairfax County and it was also feeding on the same
bushes. (Larry Lynch)
Reports that Mary Gustafuson banded a first year
male and a first year female Rufous Hummingbird in Chesterfield County.
Nov. 17 - An Evening Grosbeak in Alexandria.
On Nov. 23 a grotp of five is in West Point.

Nov. 21 - Clair Mellenger ended 15 days of
banding Saw-whet Owls in Rockingham County,
during which she banded 1 16 Northern Sawwhet Owls and caught six owls previously
banded at other stations.
Nov. 25 - Baltimore Oriole at Dyke Marsh in
Fairfax County, twelve White-winged Crossbills
at Chincoteague and 30 Marbled Godwits.
Reporter Ned Brinkley also says that Calvin
Brennen, at Kiptopeke State Park during "past
week, saw both White-winged and Red Crossbills mostly on flyovers. Also had third Northern Goshawk of the season."
Dec. i - Snow Bunting seen feeding on the road
atop of Whitetop Mountain, Grayson County.
Some local folks saw the report and found the bird
next day.

pass through Virginia.)
Fortunately, the pace of migrating hawks picked
up around 10:30, when a flight of Sharp-shinned
hawks flew across the mountain not twenty feet
over our heads. Then a few more were spotted in
the distance, including a Peregrine Falcon over
the river. Then a hawk passed close enough to fill
my binoculars. The sunlight caught its reddish
underbelly and the feathers practically glowed.
The detailed markings on wings, head and tail
were all clear and bright as it glided past on the
wind. Another hawk watcher told me that it was
an immature Northern Harrier. The total count for
the day was 99 raptors, mostly Sharp-shinned
Hawks. The real treat of the day came late when
two migrating Bald Eagles were harassed in flight
by resident Red-tailed Hawks defending their

HAWK WATCHING

September and October are big months for hawk
migration (in New York, with the major Virginia
hawk watching stations open through November.)
The birds seen on he Eastern Seaboard are
following one of several flyways south from the
northern United States and Canada to wintering
grounds in the southern United States, Mexico
and other warrn spots. Diilerent species fly at
different times - Broad-winged Hawks flew in
September, Sharp-shinned Hawks in October.
And, of course, some hawks don't migrate.( Some
ornithologists may quarrel with this statement.)
But the ones that do all follow paths where the
weather produces up-drafts so that they can soar
and not spend their time beating their wings.
Hawk watchers find spots somewhere along these
paths, bring their binoculars and count. Most
numbers are funneled to the Hawk Migration
Association where they are analyzed to see what
can be learned from the ups and downs of hawk
populations.
Pete Dunne, director of the Audubon Society's
Cape May Observatory says that so far this year,
the numbers of migrating hawks is down but no
conclusions can be drawn from the figures at just
one location. Experience has shown, he said, that
hawk numbers go up and down for many reasons.
One clear trend in recent years has been the steady
increase in Bald Eagles. An opposite trend has
been the decline in Kestrels, perhaps because of
the loss of habitat.

(Phil Young spotted this article by James Gorman
in the New York Times and we thought an excerpt
of his rather lengthy piece might be of interest as
the migrating hawk watching season starting in
September has just come to a close. He tells the
story,from a hawk watching station on top of
ilook Mountain near Nyack, New York on a day in
late September. Ed.)
The hawk watchers were sitting on folding chairs
in the bright sun perched on top of Hook Mountain with a 360-degree view up and down the
Hudson River and to the ridges east and west. It
was a slow morning with only a Kestrel, two
Northern Harriers and two Sharp-shinned Hawks
recorded. It wasn't always this slow. On the "big
duy," September 15, at the height of the southu,ard migration of the Broad-winged Hawk, a vast
flock of birds, called a "kettle," passed by the
mountain.
The sky was thick with hawks for a good 45
minutes. Two dozen people gazed through binoculars at 9,000 Broad-winged Hawks (9,087 to be
exact, although I don't know how you could be
that precise) with 17 Bald Eagles to keep them
company. The next day there were 3,000 of the
Broadwings. Broad-winged Hawks are unusual in
that they migrate in such large groups.
(Their migrating period is compressed into a
much shorter number of days than most migrating
raptors. The first ten days of October are
normally when most of the Broad-winged Hawks

territories.

