County where College Creek empties into the
James River. This was the fifth year for the count.
There were 938 hawks and vultures of l4 species
recorded there during 54 days and 78 hours in
2001. That is the second highest season total
(1997 was 1368; 1998 was 720; 1999 was 836;
2000 was 817) and the highest species total for a
season. The number of days was a record high,
though not the hours. The season ran from
February 9 to May 25. There were twelve birds
per hour for the season; however, the first half of
the season averased 14. while the second half only
averaged ten.

RECORD BLUEBIRD YEAR AT
YORK RIVER STATE PARK
by Shirley Devan
Forty-one nest boxes at York River State Park
lledged a record 115 bluebirds this season. Volunteers from the Williamsburg Bird Club monitored
the boxes from mid-March to mid-August. The
previous high was 86 fledged last year.
Numbers of fledged bluebirds have increased each
vear since 68 bluebirds fledged in 1998. The final
foLrr bluebirds fledged Saturday. August 18. New
high numbers were also set fbr nest attempts and
number of bluebird eggs: 44 attempts this year
against previous high of 43 in 1999, and 192 eggs
tlris y'ear against 181 in 1999. Chickadee nest
attempts continued to decrease - only three nest
attempts this year vs. five last year. Only twelve
chickadees fledged out ofour boxes this year.
Nest box data and results will be submitted to
Cornell's Lab of Ornithology Nest Box Network
and to the Virginia Bluebird Society.

Highlights of the season:
o Volunteers built & installed ten bluebird
boxes in February to replace old ones. The
park staff was very helpful in removing the
dilapidated boxes.
. The Bird Club provided financial assistance
and Wild Birds Unlimited granted a generous
discount on predator baffles so that the
remaining twelve boxes could be fitted with
tubular predator guards. Even though every
box is now equipped with predator guards.
snakes continue to be a problem. Sixty-one

bluebird eggs or nestlings were lost to
predation. The snakes' most likely route to the
boxes is from overhanging tree branches.

.
.

First ever tree swallow nest attempt. No eggs
resulted but tree swallows did build a nest in a
box near the Visitor Center.
All but seven boxes had at least one nest
attempt. Eight boxes had two bluebird nest
attempts.

.

Two boxes had three broods of bluebirds.
starting in mid-April.

Bird club members w'ho generously volunteered
their time and effort this season were: Dorothy
Whitfield, Dorothy Geyer, Chris & Tony Dion,
Terry & Jack Johnston and Shirley Devan. The
group celebrated the birds' success with a picnic
at the park September

l.

Thanks also go to the
friendly, helpful staff at York River State Park.
Those who want to volunteer next season should
contact Shirley Devan at220-6269 (home phone.)

OUR WINTER VISITORS ARE ON
THE VYAY
While you may already be seeing some of the
tropical migrants passin-e through on their way
south, be on the lookout for our returning winter
visitors:

Yellorv-bellied Sapsucker
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
Winter Wren
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Gold-crowned Kinglet
Cedar Waxwing
Hermit Thrush
Cedar Waxwing
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Pine Warbler
Dark-eyed Junco
Savannah Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Purple Finch
Evening Grosbeak
Pine Siskin

While some of these birds can be found virtually

year'round, such as the Cedar Waxwing, they are
all either more prominent in the winter months or
only seen in our area at that time. Some, such as
the Red-breasted Nuthatch, the Purple Finch. the
Evening Grosbeak and the Pine Siskin tend to be
ven,hard to find. but usually a few get reported
every rvinter. Waterfbwl will also be arriving on
the York and James rivers and on all of the
smaller ponds scattered in between.

Tanager, Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow and Orchard Oriole.
There u,ere also some reports on the e-mail VaBird List that seemed of interest here:

Aug.l 9
Larry Lybch reports 209 Caspian Terns
at Hog Island.

Field Notes will appreciate calls when you spot
any of these winter visitors.

A Scissor-tailed Flvcatcher was
- the Mackay Island Wildlife Refuge on
spotted at
Knott's Island. It was a juvenile with a short tail
and still had some downey feathers visible on its
lower back. Reporter David Clark says, "M.y guess
is that it greu'up somewhere not too far away."

FIELD NOTES FOR AUGUST

Aug.2l

This i.s a collection of reports called or e-mailed
in to Bill Holcombe at 229-8057, <bowljack
@aol.com>, 4705 Lady Slipper Path, Williamsburg, VA. 23188. Llnless something unusual is
int,olved, the birds seen here year 'round are not
usually reported. Arrivals, departures, early
tlates trnd late dates and presence of migrants are
velc'ome news.

Aug.18
At the Navy Base near Virginia Beach.
Karen Beatty watched a Piping Plover for fifteen
minutes from as close as 30 feet away. In the same
area there were: Whimbrel. Willet and Ruddv
lurnstone.

Reports have been very scarce for August, and so
an apology to Bill Williams for
not reportin5t a Jtrly siuhting he called in last
month. despite the fact that it vv'as a most interesting one. "There was a Tundra Su,an hanging
out with a large group of Canada Geese at Glebe
Gut near the Gospel Farm. June 30 and July l.

we'll start with

Couldn't find it July 2."
ln general. several watchers felt that the bird
fe eder actir itf in August \\'as unusually high, but
alas. n'e have no data to back that up.

Aug. 26.
Tom Armour sees first Yellow Rump
of the fall- season at Kingsmill.
August
Our most laithful reporters. Grace and
- hiked Camp Peary three times in
Joe Doyle
August. This is a composite report. There were 53
species Aug. 5 and 52 Aug. 19. Great Egret, Littie
Blue Heron, Green-backed Heron, Mute Swan,
Osprey, Wild Turkey, Killdeer, Ruby-throated
Hurr-rmingbird. Belted Kingfisher. Red-headed
Woodpecker, Eastern Wood Pewee. Acadian
i'11 catcher, E,astem Phoebe, Great-crested Fl1'catcher. Eastern Kingbird. Purple Martin. Tree
Su'alIoll,. Barn Swallow. Brown-headed Nuthatch.
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. Brown Thrasher. Whiteeved Vireo, Red-eved Vireo. Pine Warbler, Prairie
S/arbler, Common Yellowthroat, Summer

Aug. 20

Marshall Iliff got a very good view
- Sandpiper that was reported at of
the Curlew
Chincoteague, and for good measure, spotted a
Lark Sparrow there.

There was also a lot of discussion on the network
about Chimney Swifts and their late August-first
part of Seplember eatherings in flocks for
migration. During this time they make a verv
dramatic funnel pattern as they hover over a
chimney at dusk and drop one by one into the
chimney to spend the night. Does anyone know of
a chimney where we could watch this intriguing
sight? There are lots of Chimney Swifts around
Coionial Williamsburg and we wonder if they
drop into any of the chimneys in that area. Call
Bill Holcombe at 229-8057 if you know of a
chimney that they use'.

PEREGRI NE FALCON MIGRATION
from a report on the Va-Bird e-ntail site by
ll'allace Coffey of Bristol, Tenn, describing a
conversatiott with Dr. Mitchell Byrd.
Tuken

Dr. Byrd told me that their focus on Peregrine
Falcons this year would be moving birds from
some of the coastal sites to areas on national park
lands in the Virginia Blue Ridge and in the
Shenandoah Valley. He said that some of the
efforts of the Peregrines to nest on coastal
structures were not successful so it seemed best to
work at trying to start mountain populations.

