THE FLYE, R
Volume 23,
Volume
22,Number
Number6 6

NEXT MEETING
Our next meeting will be September 15 and our
next field trip will come in August when Ruth
Beck leads us to Craney Island, hopefully for the
same kind of wonderful birding that we've had
there the past several years. Holcombe, Young
and Eberhardt also get a vacation and this will be
the last Flyer until August. We hope that everyone
has a wonderful summer and that it will include
plenty of good birding.

52 SPECIES ON MAY FIELD TRIP
TO YORK RIVER STATE PARK
The May 22 field trip to the York River State
Park, led by Lee Schuster, proved to be the most
popular trip of 1999. A whopping 26 birders
came out on this beautiful May morning. Of the
52 species seen, 35 were identified around the
parking lot and visitor center. Most everyone had
a good look at the yellow-billed cuckoo, house
wren, orchard oriole, indigo bunting, blue grosbeak, summer tanager, yellow-throated warbler
and pine warbler, just to name a few. Lots of bird
songs were also identified. A wood-pewee was
particularly cooperative, allowing us to listen to
him and to see all of his field marks right down to
the yellow lower mandible. The buzz-buzz of the
blue-gray gnatcatcher was heard almost constantly as was the red-eyed vireo's monotonous
song. We saw many of the bluebirds that were
reported on at last month's meeting. We also saw
their nemesis, a six foot long black snake. (We
also saw a king snake!) But even with26 pairs of
eyes we weren't able to identify one bird - the
mystery bird in the marsh grass.
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Skipping the resident birds, identifications
included: osprey, bald eagle, bobwhite, yellowbilled cuckoo, ruby-throated hummingbird,
belted kingfisher, eastern wood-pewee, acadian
flycatcher, eastern phoebe, great crested flycatcher, eastern kingbird, northern roughwinged swallow, barn swallow, house wren,
blue-gray gnatcatcher, wood thrush, brown
thrasher, cedar waxwing, yellow-throated
vireo, red-eyed vireo, northern parula, pine
warbler, blackpoll warbler, black-and-white
warbler, ovenbird, common yellowthroat,
hooded warbler, blue grosbeak, and orchard
oriole.
The participants were Marilyn Zeigler, Dorothy
Whitfield, Jandy Strickland, Suzanne Steinke,
David, Lee and Jenny Schuster, Ken and Kathy
Sage, Chuck Rend, Barbara Pheiffer, Alex and
Mike Minarik, Carolyn Lowe, Marilyn Lewis,
Jack and Terry Johnston, Halsey and Nancy Griswold, Bob Fritts, Forrest Fenstermaker, Camilla
Buchannon, Hugh, Karen and Keely Beard and
Joy Archer.

BARHAMSVI LLE PICNIC STARTS
CLUB'S USUAL SUMMER BREAK
There can't be any prettier place for a June picnic
than the Becks'Barhamsville home, which Ruth
and Sherwin have opened to the club for this
event for the past several years. Another happy
group of birders gathered there with their covered
dish contribution on June 6 to enjoy a relaxed
gathering of the Bird Club. Some indulged in brief
birding excursions and some got no farther than
the breezy gazebo overlooking the lake. All enjoyed the bountiful food offerings and the chance

for conversations with fellow members that we
don't often have an opportunity for. And, it
seemed as though almost everyone took a turn
holding Jenny, the gorgeous new Schuster baby
whom Lee and Dave generously shared for brief
moments with the rest of us.

FIELD NOTES
Most of the Field Note information will be contained in the Spring Bird Count report but we do
have some notables to mention and do include the
May Camp Peary Report from Grace and Joe
Doyle, because it is so filled with tropical migrants that everyone of us would have liked to
duplicate it. A black-crowned night heron was
seen at Hog Island by Tom Armour and Bill
Sheehan. A rarely seen marsh wren was reported
at Jamestown Island as was a common snipe,
which is not quite so rare but nevertheless helps to
make a good day.

For several Mays now one or two members have
been blessed with a rose-breasted grosbeak
hanging around a feeder. This time was Bill
Holcombe's turn and he got wonder-ful pictures
on a camcorder zoom during the two-day stay
only to have them disappear in a mistaken overrecording!
Here is the Camp Peary Report that includes four
separate outings. There was a high number of 65
species seen on May 23. Note that we do not
include residents and most common migrants nor
the spring count data from that area.

Camp Peary May Report:
Great egret, green-backed heron, mute swan,
wood duck, osprey, bobwhite, clapper rail,
spotted sandpiper, chimney swift, belted kingfi sher, red-headed woodpecker, wood-pewee,
acadian flycatcher, great-crested flycatcher,
kingbird, purple martin, tree swallow, barn
swallow, brown-headed nuthatch, blue-gray
gnatcatcher, wood thrush, white-eyed vireo,
yellow-breasted vireo, red-eyed vireo, northern
parula, yellow-throated warbler, pine warbler,
prairie warbler, ovenbird, common yellow-throat,
yellow-breasted chat, summer tanager, scarlet
tanager, blue grosbeak, indigo bunting, field

sparrow, brown-headed cowbird, orchard oriole.

BIRD CLUB SPRING COUNT
Coordinator Brian Taber extends a warm thanks
to all of the participants who took to the field on
May 16 for a full day of observation. This group
reported 145 species, which is on the low side
compared to the 22 year average of this event
(154), that ranges from 141 to 166. Brian was
pleased with the warbler species reported, which
totaled 22, and included a first time report of a
wilson's warbler seen at College Woods. He felt
that the result was adversely effected by the cool,
windy weather and high water at Hog Island that
day that kept the shore birds away.
Other findings of interest included a yellowbellied flycatcher found on the Country Road,
another first for the spring count. The cattle egret
was the first in the count since 1992. The 26 bald
eagles were the highest number reported, as were
the 49 great black-backed gulls. Conspicuously
absent were sharp-shinned hawks, cooper's hawks
and kestrels. Missing song birds were bank
swallows and the savannah sparrow. Brian Taber
says thai a curious thing about the absence of
kestrels on count day was that on the previous
Monday, May 5, he had the highest daily number
of kestrels pass through during this spring hawk
watch. Thirty eight of the 88 kestrels counted
were seen that day.
Participants in this 1999 count included Joy
Archer, Tom Armour, Hugh Beard, Ruth Beck,
Grace and Joe Doyle, Gary Driscoll, Bettye
Fields, Adrienne Frank, Julie Hotchkiss, Alex
Minarik, Paul McAllister, Mary Pully, Brian
Taber, Judy Thompson, Bill Williams and
Marilyn Zeigler. (And apologies to anyone who
participated but whose name was not picked up at
the tally session.)
The complete species list is on page five of this
Flyer.

BIRD WATCHING

VIA YOUR INTERNET
Phil Young picked up a story from the New York

Tintes. While u,e apologize for the information
probably being too late to use this season, ntaybe
you'll wont to give it a try.
There are several web sites that install video
cameras overlooking traditional bird nesting
locations which start the cameras rolling when the
birds arrive. This permits the Web site viewer,
rvho is lucky enough to open the site at the right
moments, to watch the entire process ("real time")
from egg laying through egg hatching and into flyaway tirne.
One of the older sites is sponsored by the Northern States Poll'er Company whose video camera
has been aimed at a peregrine falcon nest in a box
400 feet up on one of their power plant smoke
stacks since 1996. This is Web site
<\l'\Ylv. n sp co. com/ns pbird.htm>

This spring you could also watch nesting kestrels,
bald eagles and carolina chickadees. These sites
end u,ith the fledging of the birds but you might
\\'ant to give them a try. Kestrels are at site
<rvn'n,.jps. net/dnaprice.> Bald eagles are at
<\r'\r'r1'.ea glew'atch. com.> Chickadees are at
<\1'\r'\\'. o rn ith. c o rn e ll. e d u. > Another I o cation

rvith several different links is
<u'n'u'.pitt.edu/' dziadosz.> Good luck!

TABOR'S SPRING HAWK WATCH
This is the third year that Brian Taber has kept his
vigil at College Creek on the Colonial Parkway,
recording spring migrating hawks passing over
head. This year he got some help from Bill
Williams and some other friends from Gloucester.
Arnong them they manned the station on 35 days
for a total of 72 hours of observation. This was
usually a trvo-hour period starting either at 10 or
1 1 AM. The results are passed along to the Hawk
Ir4igration Association of North America.
This year's record contained the following:

Black Vultures
Turkey Vultures

Osprey
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Kestrel

12

479
80
53

34
88
16
1

13
3

30
27

There was a total of 836 hawks, an average of 12
birds an hour. Brian says there were very wide
variations from the average.

BLUEBIRD TRAIL UPDATE
Shirley Devan, who chairs the club blue bird
nesting program, gave us a look at her plans in a
recent Flyer and is now happy to report some
results. The York River State Park bluebird box
trail has produced 45 bluebird fledglings and 28
carolina chickadee fledglings. Of the 42 boxes set
out,29 have either bluebird or chickadee nests.
Volunteers from The Bird Club have so far
installed 16 predator guards on these boxes to
save the chicks and eggs from hungry snakes.
The basic team on this project is composed of
Shirley Devan, Dorothy Whitfield, Terry and Jack
Johnston and Mark Gleaton. They have received
help from two of Hugh Beard's Lafayette High
School students, Sally Bowling and Maya Mietke.
The students are preparing a report on this
bluebird trail based on the experience in 1998 and
1999 and will be able to assist with the job of
checking boxes until the end of June.
This job takes dedication and persistence. It also
requires courage to deal with nature's realities
when a predator devours the chicks that you have
been counting for a couple of weeks. Thanks from
everyone in the club goes to this hard working,
productive team.

BIRD OF THE MONTH

and insects.

By Bill Holcombe
Indigo Bunting
The Indigo Bunting is not the only "flying jewel"

The female is the nest builder. In the crotch of a
tree or bush she constructs a well woven cup of
dried grass, strips of bark, pieces of snake skin,
feathers and hair, and lines it with soft materials.
There she commonly lays three or four blue-white
unblotched eggs, usually twice a season. She
alone incubates the eggs. The the male brings her
food while she sits on the nest. Eggs hatch in
about ten days and the chicks leave the nest about
twelve days later. The male helps feed the brood
and strongly defends the nest area. Unfortunately,
indigo buntings are a common target for cow bird
predation. Seeds make up a large portion of their
diet but they also consume large quantities of
grasshoppers, weevils, aphids, cankerworms, fl ies
and mosquitoes. Banded indigo buntings have
been found as old as eight years.

among the migrants that we see here but it
nevertheless is a jewel-like creature that never
fails to please the beholder. Our annotated list
calls this bird "a common migrant and breeder,"
and it is true that on field trips to Chippokes,
York River State Park or Hog Island in May or
June you have a good chance ofgetting at least a
glimpse of this brilliant all-blue bird. But it is not
so common a sight as to detract from the thrill and
pleasure that each sighting brings.

Indigo Buntings are members of the huge finch
family of birds, with 436 species world-wide and
83 species in North America. The family includes
buntings, cardinals, crossbills, dickcissels,
finches, goldfinches, rosy finches, grosbeaks,
juncos, redpolls, siskins, sparrows, and towhees.
AII have strong cone shaped bills well adapted to
cracking seeds. Finches are known collectively as
seed eaters. In the science of ornithology they are
considered a likely ancestral stock for vireos,
warblers and tanagers.
The indigo bunting is a darker color blue than the
common bluebird. In full sunlight the blue has an
almost electric brilliance, whereas in the shade
the bird can look navy blue or almost black. It is a
sparrow-sized bird. A female is almost uniformly
brown without obvious streaks or wing bars. The
immature birds are similar to the female but have
more streaking below. Males usually appear on
the nesting range in May (our earliest sighting is
April 14,) whereupon they establish a territories
proclaimed by singing from tree tops, telephone
rvires and other open perches. Terres describes
this song as "svteet-sweet, u,here-where, herehere, see-it, see-it. " The male also sings while in
flight. Typical nesting areas are weedy edges of
woodlands, edges of bushy, weedy fields and
places likely to produce a volume of edible seeds

The summer range includes southern Canada
from the Dakotas east to the Atlantic coast, plus
most of the United States falling south of that
line. It winters mostly from central Mexico to
West Indies and Panama and more rarely along the
Gulf Coast to Florida, with scattered reports from
along the Atlantic Coast.
Reference: The Audubon Society Encyclopedia
North Amrican Birds by John Terres
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Williamsburg Bird Club
Spring Count, May 16,1999
Common Loon
Brown Pelican

Double-crest Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
Great Egret

Snowy Egret
Cattle Egret
Green Heron

Yel-crown.Night Heron
Mute Swan
Canada Goose

Wood Duck
American Black Duck

Mallard
Ruddy Duck
Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle

Northern Harrier
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Wild Turkey
Northern Bobwhite
Clapper Rail
American Coot
Semipalmated PIover

Killdeer
Greater Yellorvlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs

Solitary Sandpiper
Spotted Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper

Dunlin
Short-bi lled Dorvitcher
Laughing Gull
Bonaparte' s Gull

Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Great Black-back. Gull
Caspian Tern

RoyalTern
Common Tern
Forster's Tern
Least Tern
Rock Dove

Mourning Dove
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Eastern Screech Owl
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl
Chuck-wills Widow

4 Chimney Swift
2 Ruby-thro.Hummingbird
139 Belted Kingfisher
I I8 Red-head. Woodpecker
l9 Red-belliedWoodpecker
I Downy Woodpecker
I Hairy Woodpecker
17 Northern Flicker
4 Pileated Woodpecker
2l Eastern Wood-Peewee
391 Acadian Flycatcher
64 Yellorv-bellied. Fll,catcher
2 Eastern Phoebe
72 Great-crest. Flycatcher
2 Eastern Kingbird
26 Purple Martin
135 Tree Srvallorv
129 Rough-wing.Srvallorv
26 Cliff Swallow
I Barn Swallorv
6 Blue Jay
16 American Crow
II
Fish Crow
33 Carolina Chickadee
II
Tufted Titmouse
2 White-breast.Nuthatch
3 Brown-head. Nuthatch
45 Carolina Wren
9 House Wren
5 Ruby-crorvnedKinglet
I Blue-grayGnatcatcher
12 Eastern Bluebird
6 Gray-cheeked Thrush
36 Swainson's Thrush
2 Wood Thrush
I American Robin
419 Gray Catbird
I North. Mockingbird
33 Brown Thrasher
42 Cedar Waxwing
49 Starling
I White-eyed Vireo
I l5 Solitary Vireo
87 Yellow-throatedVireo
l8 Red-eyed Vireo
3 Blue-winged Warbler
43 Northern Parula
145 Yellor.v Warbler
4 Chestnut-sidedWarbler
2 Black-throated BIue Warbler
I Ycllow-rumpedWarbler
4 Black-throated Green Warbler
2 Yellorv-throatedWarbler

106 Pine Warbler
7 Prairie Warbler
23 Palm Warbler
l5 Blackpoll Warbler
89 Black-and-white Warb.
23 American Redstart
6 Prothonotary Warbler
39 Ovenbird
23 Louisiana Waterthrush
67 Kentucky Warbler
66 CommonYellorvthroat
I Hooded Warbler
66 Wilson's Warbler
84 Yellorv-breasted Chat
54 Scarlet Tanager
I 13 Summer Tanager
91 Northern Cardinal
6l Rose-breastedGrosbeak
7 Blue Grosbeak
210 Indigo Bunting
83 Rufous-sided Torvhee
173 Chipping Sparrow
46 Field Sparrow
I 34
Grasshopper Sparrorv
97 Seaside Sparrow
28 Song Sparrow
I0 Srvamp Sparrow
133 White-throatedSparrow
9 Bobolink
3 Red-wing. Blackbird
125 Eastern Meadowlark
155 Rust;- Blackbird
I Boat-tailed Grackle
I Common Grackle
47 Brown-head. Corvbird
275 Orchard Oriole
28 Northern Oriole
| 17 House Finch
58 Goldfinch
155 House Sparrow
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