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Next Meeting
Our next meeting will take place in room I l7 of
Millington Hall, William & Mary campus, on
March 20 at 7'.30 PM. Well known birder from
Hampton, Dorothy Mitchell, will present a
program "Birding on the Peninsula." Come get
some more tips on where and how to do your
spring birding!

March Field Trip
The next field trip, orr March 2-r, i996, wili be a
walk through the Vineyards and Williamsburg
Winery with Randy Coleman. If conditions are
appropriate we will walk down through the
woods towards College Creek. Randy has invited
us for coffee in the Vineyards club house to top
off the trip.
As usual, we will meet at 7:15 AM in the C.W.
Visitor Center parking lot (to the right of the
building as you drive in) and leave at7:30. We'll
need to car pool so we don't crowd the Vineyards
club house parking lot.

February Field Trip
With Bill Williams as the leader 28 birders in ten
cars (maybe record participation) set out on a
warm, windy day for Cheatham Annex and points
east on the Colonial Parkway. The first bird
sighted, at Jones Pond, was a cooperative
American Tree Sparrow which set high expectations for the trip. And these standards were met
as the group went on to identify fifty four birds,
including Horned Grebes, Wood Ducks, Green-

winged Teal, Northern Harrier, Bald Eagle, Redtailed Hawk, Canvasbacks, Red-breasted
Mergansers, Brown-headed Nuthatches, and
Common Loons. It was a good day! Participants:
Lee Schuster, Alice Lee & Leonard Sargent,
Bobbie & Ron Griese, Hugh Beard, Carolyn
Lowe, Emily Sharrett, Dorothy Whitfield, Mary
Kyle DuPuis, Laurie Ineson, Chuck Rend, Anne
Moore & Tom Ellis, Kay & Ron West, Joan
Crow, Carol Talbot, Marilyn Zeigler, Grace
Doyle, Jeanne & Tom Armour, Barbara
Moorman-Rockwell, Joy Archer, Bob Morris,
Aprii & R.an<iy Coieman.

President's Corner
Spring is almost here
at least by the calendar!!
If we keep having these "little" snows on Friday,
I may never get anything done. Our feeders have
been so active lately, I don't want to leave my
window.

This time of year brings lots of excitement. New
birds passing through, trying to keep those lists
up and adding new species to not only your
yearly list but hopefully your life list. The ducks
will be moving and showing us some courting
displays as well as our local birds picking up
those spring courting feathers. The molting
goldfinches have really been noticeable with
these past two snows.

Take advantage of our monthly walks to learn
new birds, to add to your lists and to enjoy the
friendly and helpful people that participate on
these trips. Also remember to call in any birds
that you find exciting or you might think are

unsual to either me or Bill Sheehan. Bill keeps
our club records and does a great job getting the
word out on any specialty birds.

258 E. Queens Drive
Williamsburg, VA 23185

Enjoy what is ahead in the way of birds and I
hope to see everyone at our next meeting.

Margie Sisk
120 Matthews Grant
Williamsburg, VA 23185

Happy birding

-

Lee Schuster

Kyla & John Cheynet
1024W.RiversideDrive
Lanexa, VA 23089

Poem
Margaret Freeman, one of our newest members,
wrote this short poem on her musings about a
Hawk she saw on a walk recently:

Jean

108 Wilderness Lane
Williamsburg, VA 23188

Red-Tailed Hawk

Leonard & Betty Wagner
125 Richard Burbydge
Williamsburg, VA 23185

His gaze was not on us,

And so intent we knew we too could stare
The dainty band upon his breast

(An apron?) feathered in finest silk
And yet the frame so strong ...
We looked and looked

Until he loosed his grip upon the bough
And, heavily lifting,
Took the air.

New Members
We welcome the following new members:

Margaret Freeman
150 Ridings Cove
Williamsburg, VA 23 185

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Aspinall
I 106 Warrens Pond Road
Toano, VA 23168

Valerie Copping

& Brewer Eddy

-

Field Notes for February
Contributors include Joy Archer, Tom Armour,
Donald Aspinall, Tom Cary, Joe & Grace Doyle,
Juel Duke, M.K. DuPuis, Bill Holcombe, J.
Hotchkiss, iohn McDoweii, Mariiyn Mertus, Bill
Sheehan, Bill Snyder, Brian Taber, Eileen
Weldon, Bill Williams, and Marilyn Zeigler.

Bill

Sheehan says a total of 90 birds appears on
his collected reports for the month of February.
We will skip, here, reports on about 30 of the
commonly seen birds but highlight a couple of
goodies. Bill Williams got a Red-throated Loon
and a Red-necked Grebe on the York River. Ruth
Beck got a Saw-whet Owl in College Woods,
where four were banded. Mrs. LeClaire reported
the first Osprey of the year on February 12 and
Tom Armour the first February record of a
Laughing Gull on the Jamestown Ferry, February
28. Tom also had the only report of an Evening
Grosbeak, spotted in Windsor Forest.

Colonial Parkway/ James River
Pied-billed Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant,
Great Egret, Tundra Swan, Mute Swan, Gadwall,
Canvasback, Ring-necked Duck, Common
Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Hooded Merganser, Redbreasted Merganser, Ruddy Duck, Bald Eagle,

Sharp-shinned Hawk, Laughing Gull, Water
Pipit, Bonapart's Gull, Great Black-backed Gull,
Hermit Thrush, Fish Crow at ferry terminals.

Jamestown Island
Wood Duck, Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Bob
White, Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker,
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Brown Creeper,
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, Brown
Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, Pine Warbler,
Towhee, Fox Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow.
Hog Island
Chippokes
Pied-billed Grebe, Great Egret, Tundra Swan,
Snow Goose, Black Duck, Green-winged Teal,
Blue-winged Teal, Pintail, Northern Shoveler,
American Widgeon, Ruddy Duck , Bald Eagle,
Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Kestrel,
Coot, Snipe, Kingfisher, Brown-headed
Nuthatch, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Pine Warbler,
Towhee, Fox Sparrow, Cowbird; (Chippokes)
Wood Duck, Green-winged Teal, Gadwall,
American Widgeon, Black Vulture, Sharpshinned and Red-tailed Hawks and Kestrel,
Kingfisher, Phoebe, Meadow Lark, and Rusty
Blackbird

York River
Red-throated Loon, Common Loon, Horned
Grebe, Red Necked Grebe, Lesser Scaup,
American Widgeon, Canvasback, Hooded
Merganser, Ring-necked Duck, Goldeneye,
Bufflehead, Red-breasted Merganser, Bald
Eagle, Sharp-shinned Hawk.

Kingsmill (Tom Armour)
Pied-billed grebe, Wood Duck, Canvasback,
Hooded Merganser, Red-breasted Merganser,
Osprey, Coot, Snipe, Woodcock, Barred Owl,
Hairy Woodpecker, Red-breasted Nuthatch,
Cedar Waxwing, Hermit Thrush, Towhee, Tree
Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Cowbird, Purple
Finch, Pine Siskin.

Kingswood (Bill Sheehan)
Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-shoulder Hawk,
Barred Owl, Red-headed Woodpecker, Yellowbellied Sapsucker, Hairy Woodpecker, Redbreasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Rubycrowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, Brown
Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, Pine Warbler, Fox
Sparrow, Towhee, Cowbird.

Camp Peary (J & G Doyle)
Pied-billed and Horned Grebes, Double-crested
Cormorant, Black, Ring-necked, Canvasback,
Ruddy and Mallard Ducks, Hooded and Redbreasted Mergansers, Black and Turkey Vultures,
Osprey, Northern Harrier, Killdeer, Ring-billed
Gull, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Carolina Chickadee, Bluebird, Field Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow,
Pileated Woodpecker.
Miscellaneous Sightings
Common Merganser and Woodcock at Diascund
Reservoir, Kestrel at Bacon's Castle, Pine Siskin
at Deerwood Park, Barred Owl in Gralin Woods
(perhaps looking for that lost mate?), Greater
Yellowlegs and Clapper Rail at Poquoson Marsh
on March 3, and on March 9, Water Pipits on the
Parkway near the K-30 marker (the Gospel Farm
area), seen by Joy Archer and Bill Williams.
Eileen Weldon spotted a Bald Eagle only a few
feet behind her home in First Colony and Tom
McCary saw a Fox Sparrow in his neighbor's
yard near town, offRichmond Road. The Donald
Aspinalls counted 24 siecies of birds at their
feeders in Toano during the snowstorm on
January 7th.

Spring Bird Listing
We have about twenty members signed up for the
March, April and May bird listing program but
very few at Level 1 (the "sort ofnew to the
birding activity"category) expressed an interest.
We have quite a few new members and I remember how difficult it was to voice a newcomer's
opinion in a group that appeared to have been
born with good binoculars in one hand and a
Peterson's Guide in the other. That appearance

isn't very accurate.
With that in mind we are forming a listing group
that would be very happy to list 70 to 75 birds
this spring. For reference we'll call it the "List
70 Group." We have a group of birders who have
been around a few years and have learned where
to look, but still have to check the field marks in
a book. We aren't experts so you'll be very comfortable birding with us. The List 70 Group will
be out once or twice a week, and you're free to
come with us as often or as seldom as you wish.
We guarantee to point out at least seventy birds
by the end of May if you come out once a week
with one of us. If you are new to Williamsburg,
you will have had a chance to check out all the
major birding areas and some of the minor ones
by June l.

If this sounds like something that you would like
to do, give me a call at 229-8057 or contact me at
a Bird Club meeting. If you would be pleased to
list seventy birds this spring, then this is for you.

Bill Holcombe, Program Chairman

Birds of the Month , Early
Warblers by Bitt Hotcombe
Yell ow-t hro ot e d ll/arbl er
Louisiona Woter Thrush
Black and White Wurbler

At Bill Sheehan's suggestion we are going to
highlight the very early warbler migrants this
month so that you can check your books and be
all ready for them. These six warblers have
March dates of first sightings in the Sheehan
records and all are listed as local breeders. We
are ignoring the Yellow-rumps and Pine Warblers that have some visibility around here all
year. The Yellow-throated Warbler is the
earliest, with a March 14 date. Then comes
Louisiana Water Thrush, March 16, the Black
and White Warbler, March 26, the Ovenbird and
Prairie Warbler, March 30. And the Northern
Parula Warbler barely makes the list with a
March 31 sighting. We'll highlight the first three
using H.H. Harrison's "Wood Warbler's World,"
"The Audubon Encyclopedia of Birds" and, of

course, Roger Tory Peterson.
Breeds widely in
Yellow Throated Warbler
the southeastern quarter of the U.S. but avoids
the mountains; winters from Florida and lower
south to Central America and West Indies. It's
one of the grey-backed warblers with a yellow
bib, white breast with black side bars, a black
cheek and a white eye line and two wing bars. It
has the longest bill of all the warblers and uses
this bill to search out insects in tree bark, appearing to creep about. In fact, it was called the
Yellow-throated Creeper in Colonial times. Its
nests here are usually in pine trees above 30 feet
and as high as 80 feet. This nest location may
help it to escape the predation of the Cowbirds.
There are very few records of this problem. The
song has the high penetrating quality of the

Carolina Wren or Louisiana Water Thrush. Early
sightings: York River State Park, Camp Peary,
Kingsmill, Jolly Pond area, Hickory Signpost
Road bridge.

Louisiana Water Thrush
At first glance this
- Thrush behaving
could be an out-of-place Wood
erratically. The thrush-colored back makes the
breast appear very white and the vertical lines on
the breast can be broken into large black dots.
But the Wood Thrush lacks the slashing, prominent white eye line. The Northern Water Thrush
is creamy and yellowish where our bird is white
and the northern bird is much more rarely seen as
it passes to and fro from its breeding grounds.
The Louisiana also wags its tail up and down and
walks along the side of a stream making a
bobbing motion with its head and upper body. It
feeds in the stream and migrates northward in the
spring as soon as warmer weather melts the ice
away. True to its name, it is a stream-side or
swamp-side bird. Its breeding range is like the
Yellow-throated Warbler with more northerly
extensions. It winters in the West Indies, Mexico
to South America. Nests are never far from water
and can be under stream bank overhangs, in the
roots of fallen trees or in other natural cavities
near the stream. Harrison says he has found nests
by spotting fecal sacs that the adults took from
the nest and deposited in the nearby stream.
Unfortunately, Cowbirds have little trouble

finding these nests so they are a significant threat
to the production of young. Early sighting. Jolly
Pond, Kingswood, Lake Powell outlet.

The Black and White Warbler
Comes from
- and the
the northern parts of South America
southeastern fringe of the U.S. to breed in the
eastern half of North America from just north of
the gulf into the southern half of Canada, with a
long corridor reaching the Yukon. Like the
Yellow-throated Warbler, it also has a long
pointed beak and creeps up tree trunks and out
along branches seeking wood-boring insects,
bark beetles, moths and other dormant insects. In
colonial times it too was called a Creeper, a
Black and White Creeper. This warbler is
covered in a pattern of black and white stripes
across the top of its head. The throat is black and
the sides of the breast are striped; the female's
throat is white and the breast is whiter and free of
stripes. The similar Blackpoll Warbler has a solid
black cap which clearly separates it. This warbler
shares an interesting feature with the Canada
Warbler and the Redstart: They all have rictal
bristles, long bristles about the mouth which help
in the capture of flying insects as they become
plentiful in mid-spring. These bristles are visible
only when hand held. Harrison calls their song a

"very high pitched, wheezy repetition of 'weesee, wee-see, wee-see, wee-see.' This is another
ground-building bird with nests at the base of
stumps, under a log, fallen tree, or a large rock.
The female builds the nest and displays the
"broken wing act" to lead intruders away. The
Black and White also suffers severe predation by
Cowbirds. A Black and White set an amazing
longevity record when a female banded in North
Carolina in 1957 was recovered near Philadelphia in 1968 and was estimated to be I I years
and 3 months old. Early sightings last two years:
Jolly Pond, York State Park, Kingsmill, Banbury
Cross, Colonial Parkway.
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Here are some other March arrival dates:

Swallow
Palm Warbler
Bank Swallow
Tree

2125

2126

3ll0
Swallow 3ll0

Rough-winged
3lll
Barn Swallow
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 3l2l
3127
Veery
Better look'em up and be ready!

