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Tft" npril program ryf be a presentation by Wlthm
and Mary Graduate studsrt, Lynn Walters, who will
speak to us abort her wod< with chki<adees. Please
plan to attend at Mllllngton Hall at 7:30 p.m. on
Apri! 15th.

The April Field Trlp will be a bcal. warbler
adventure. Our area is rich in watblers dJrlng this rnonth
and we never have to travol lar to soe and hear many
species. The date will nol be the Saturday atler our
meeting, hrt rather the lollowing one on Aprll 25th.
This is a change from our usual schedule. Please
assemble at 7:3O at thc lnlormatlon Center. This
lrip will be an exciting preview of our Spring Count one
week later.

The May program will feature Dorothy Mitchell of
the Hampton Roads Blrd Club. She has given
many programs previously and willdelight us again with
herslides and stodss about bids.

There willbe no Bird Club Picnic this year. We will
be busy enough with hosting the VSO Annual
Conference and with our own Spring Count.

The Spring Count this year will be heH on
Sunday, May 3rd. We will assemble at 7:fi1 a.m. at
the parking lot of the Colonial Williamsburg
lnlormation Center. We wil! again cover the usual
eighi areas anci we need as many people as possible to
assist. ln past years, we have sometimes only had one
person to an area and we are certainly missing some
birds. Please contacl me for lurther information. This is
our l0th Annual Count so let's make it a great onel
There will be a tally at 5 p.m. in the confererrce room at
Millington Hall.

Kirqlets, Chipping Spanows and Pine Warblers. On the
same date, a llock of Rusty Blackbirds was present at the
usual location on the low point of News Road.

I made a trip to Yorktown and to Newport News Park on
March 28th and lounC a lot ol bird activity. The York
River was lullof Carwasbad<s, Buffleheads and gorned
Grebo. A male Boat-tailed Grackle was present at
lndian Field Creek. Several Ospreys were along the
river, as were Greater Yellowlegs and Ruddy Ducks. At
Yorktown there were dozens of Laughing Gulls and
several Doublecrested Connorants

Newport News Park yielded rrlre Ospreys, Red-
shouldered Hawk, Sharpshinned Hawk, Coot, Eastem
Phoebe, Louisiana Waterthrush, Hairy Woodpecker,
Browg-fupded Nuthatch, Red-headed Woodpecker
ano ll5f,ilted Grebe, to name only afew. Even ah early
Box Turtle and Black Rat Snako made an appeararrce. A
Yellow-throated Warbler was singing near the water on
South Henry Street.

There have been lots of singing Phoebes at the
appropriate locations around Wlliansburg. On March
8th and March 1gth, there w.ere Red-breastsd
Nuthatches in my yard. One bird sat dazed after
crashing into the sliding glass door near the leeder.
When I touched him, he llew away easily. Also on
MarchSlh, a rather early Laughing Gull was among the
Ring-billed Gu lls chasing the Jamestown Ferry.

There were reports of returning Purple Martins as ol
March 27th in the area. Cedar Waxwings are forming big
flocks in many parts of the Williamsburg area.

I received a very interesting letter from Kyle DuPuis,
who witnessed a squirrel holding and apparently eating a
dead towhee! I was as puzzled as Mr. Du Puis. I looked
up squirrels in my mammal lield gukJe but lound no
indication ol this aspect of their diet. ]f anyone can shed
some light on this beharior, please let me know.

I heard from severalclub members that leeder birds
increased rapidly in late February and throughout March.
BillWilliams said that his lather had put out 3Qounds of
seed by mid-March. There were a few reports ol
Evening Grosbeaks, although American Goldlinches
and Pine Siskins have made a rather strong showing all
winter. Purple and House linches are being reported
regularly at many feeders. Fox Sparrows continued at
my leeder for over a month as well.

Carolyn Lowe located a very early Solitary Vireo and
Red-headed Woodpeckers at the Williamsburg West
pond on March 14th. On March 25th, a Louisiana
Waterthrush was singing at Jolly Pond. Also, there were
American Wgeon, Wood Ducks, GoHen-crowned

On April 7, L987, our club will again assist
with the Morning Sird Walk for the Garden
CIub Symposium meeting hosted by Colonial
Williamsburg. We are very glad to be associated
with this interesting, knowledgeable and very
appreciative organization.

donated four 10 pound bags of thistle seed to the
club. Anyone interested in purchasing some may

Shidey Raynes says that lvlrs. Ann Rowland

contact

At the April Club meeting, there will be an
announcement about the replacement board member
for the position held by Jo Anne Braun who moved
away. At the May meeting there will be an
announcement about the recipient of this year's
Graduate Student Research Grant. This annual $500
award is part of the Club's ongoing contribution to
the College of William and Mary.
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There b interest in organizing a committee to
coordinate next yea/s bird seed sale. Recognizing the
enormity ol this taslq the Club wants to share the
responsibility .lrxrng geveral members. Anyone wishing
to participate in this mrrey'making maner may contad
Bill Willians or me. We wouH appreciate having the
expertise of those who are adept at such ventures. The
bird seed sale provides the Club with its only source of
income besides annual dues.

The Club has an unwriilen committment lrom the
ColonialWilliamsburg Fife and Drum Corps to perform at
the banquet when we host the Virginia Society of
Omithology corilererrca in earily June. We are
expecting to have violirs and balladeerc.

Rbh Goll and Cindy Carlson are back lrom an
apparenlly wonderfultwo weeks in Trinidad and Tobago.
The islands near Venezuela are lilled with tropical birds,
and the couple tallied over a hundred new birds.

BillWilliams reporls that the male Harlequin Duck is
still at Grandview Beach in Hanpton. RoyalTerns and
Purple Martins were there, loo, as of March 29th. He
reminds us to put hummingbird feeders'out as the Ruby-
throated will be here probably before April 1Oth.

At the March Club meeting a Standing Committee
on Conservation was lormed. Already, several
volunteers have expressed interest in helping to
organize it.

To submit inlormation lorthe newsletter, call Brian
Taber, at 253-1181, orwrite to 104 Druid Court,

Williamsfurg.

Bird of the Season:
Louisiana Waterthrush

Sciurus motacilla

Late March and early April marks the return of
the Louisiana Waterthrush to our arca. A litt1e later,
the Northem Waterthrush will be here also. The
birds are not thnrshes, but warblers with spotted and
s-treake! underparts. The Iouisiana is a little larger
than the Northern, and whiter below. Their
eyesfipe is whiter, too, and wider, especially behind
the eye. Waterthnrshes bob as they walk, in the
manner of Spotted Sandpipen. -I-ook for the
Louisiana near moving strearns in the shade, near
undergrowth. They can be quite inconspicuous
because of their brownish coloration.

The song is beautiful and I wiU not Ey to
describe ir It is all the better because in earlv sorins
it is one of the few forest birds to be singing inA it
truly forecasts the coming of warmgr, more humid
air. It can be located in wet areas along News Road,
at Jolly Pond and in Newport News Park, to name a
few favorite haunts.

Louisiana Waterthrushes nest throughout mue.h
of the eastern United States, while the Northern
Waterthrush prefers Canada. The t'ro species
overlap in Pennsylvania and New England. The
l,ouisiana winters in Florida and South America.



WILLIAI{SBURG BIRD CLUB
Eounded in 1977

Reservation form for VSO
Annual Meeting June 5, 6, 7, 1987

College of william and Mary
Williamsburg, Vd. 23L85

Make Check payable Williamsburq Bird Club and mail with this formto Mrs. Carolyn Lowe, 50 Summer East., Williamsburg, Virginia
23185.

MaiI by May 20.

Your Name(s)

Address
For preferred suite assignment give name

Phone no. of other party
Reqistration No. of Person at $L0.00 each Total
Reqistration No. of
,under L0 yrs. i t., ,t,

and

Meals/Lodging package, double occupany at 65.00 $

Meals/Lodging, single occupany: at 75.00
at 50.00

$
$persolrg-at $5","QQ. "each -.

rr,*g-eftr i-t*t'd- *-'
**.* '- 'te P i. -a*' '- *' '

t
t-- Note: rieaL/lodging pa-ckdgei inc&0e.$ feOgins Friday

Saturday nights; Friday dvening'dinner; Saturday
breakfast, Banquet; Sunday Preakfast.

$

$children 2-t0 yr., double
(Meals and todging package

occupancy(youngster over
Children 2-10 yr. single occupany _at(Mea1 and Lodging package (youngsters over

10 yrs, adult iEil
60.00 $l.o yrs. adult Eil

Single Banquet ticket $20.00 each person - No. persons.
For those not attendinq any other events except banquet.

Tota1 $

For your information - those not using meal/lodging package but
attend meetings, trips, programs, other events are required to
pay the registration fee of $10.00. Attending banquet only,
registration fee is not required. Total enclosed $

When you arrive, pick up your registration packet at Millington
HaII, and get your room assignment, key and other information.

Checkoutz ?t00 p.m Sund.ay, June, 7, L987.
Map of William and Mary Campus - included in the newsletter.
Please bring with you.


