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Unlike late Fall and early Winter one csn st least look out and reealize
it can only get better. The daffodils seemed to hang on extras long this year
and now the hue of redbud is scattered throughout the woods while poplsrs and
cherry trees leaf out. Our singing sunrise is returning with robins, Louisiansa
waterthrushes, cerdinsls, chickadees and titmice spilling forth their amourous
overtures. Even fish crow calls sound like warm weather, and the vocalizastions
of the laughing gulls on the York River mskes the air smell of suntan lotion,
old chicken necks and blue-crabs in s basket. Just click your heels together
three times and repest, "It can only get better. It can only get better."

Our monthly programs just keep getting better and better and April is no
exception., Led by Ruth Beck the club will venture into the world of owls for
this month's program which will tske place on Wednesday April 18 at 7:30 p.m.
in room 117 of Millington Hall on the Willism and Mary campus. We'll get s
taste of the natursl history of these fascinasting and mysterious nocturnal raptors
and be serenaded by a8 number of club members as they deliver the owl immitations
they so cerefully perform during bird counts to lure the owls onto a checklist.
Get wise. Fly on over April 18 and join the fun.

This month's"field trip" will be more than that. 0On Sunday, April 29 uwe
will hold our annusl Spring Count. Brian Tsber is in charge of this undertaking
and will coordinate the eight tesm lesders and the persons going to esch count
area. Basicslly, a Spring Count runs just like a Christmas Count, where groups
divide up 8 fifteen mile diasmeter circle and try to count as many individuals of
as many species as possible in a2 "day". Our count circle is centered st the
Coloniel Willismsburg Informstion Center and is divided into 8 sections; Cheatham
Annex (which also covers Camp Pesry), Kingsmill, Hog Island, Jemestown, Middle
Plantstion, Jolly Pond, College Woods and Skimino. Each ares has an assigned
leader (s) and ss maeny field helpers as can be mustered. Counters are free to
help as long or ss short a time ss they went. Spring counts often net groups
over 100 species in 8 day and since this is prime warbler time its a marvelous
experience. Please nive Brian a call (253-1181) if you cen help. People with
feeders are very much needed. We'll begin at 7:00 a.m. at the Information Center
south parking lot and tally at 5:00 p.m. in room 108 of Millington Hsll at
William and Mary.

Next month's field trip will be May 26 and will stay right here at home.
Field trip chairman Bob Cross is calling it "Passerine Paradise". Mark that date.

The Dismal Swamp is slways a fabulous place to venture in the Spring! The
Cape Henry Audubon Society will have s trip there on Saturday April 28. Trip
leader David Hughes (48L4-7358) will lesve the Magnolis commuter parking lot at
the junction of routes 460 and 337 in Portsmouth at 7:00 a.m. This is s super
chance to see and hear blue-winged, worm-eating snd Swainson's warblers.

The weekend of May L-6 is the annual meeting of the state's primary
organization devoted to birds, the Virginis Society of Ornithology. This year's
extravaganza will be hosted by the Hampton Roads Bird Club at the Chamberlin
Hotel on Ft. Monroe in Hampton. An entertsaining and informative locsl chapter's
workshop will teke plesce Fridsy night, followed on Saturday morning by numerous
superb field trips, a scientific psper session in the afternoon and a gala
banguet Saturday night with guest spesker Dr. Robert Kennedy. Bob is one of
Mitchell Byrd's former grad students and initisted the osprey studies in Virginia
in 1970. His work with the Phillipine eagle was featured in National Geographic
in 1981. He is currently the Director of the Raptor Information Center in
Washington, D.C. On Sundsy there will be a peleagic trip out of Rudee Inlet.
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(Send a check for $35 to Dr. Robert L, Ake, 615 Carolina Ave., Norfolk, Va. 23508),
First come, first served.

Field trip locations include; Dismal Swamp, Seashore State Park and Fort
Monroe on Saturday only. Newport News City Park, Grendview Beach, Wskefield (for
red-cockaded woodpecker) and the Hampton waterfront will be offered Saturdasy and
Sunday.

a8 registrastion form for the meeting and banguet is enclosed with this
newsletter and there's an April 16 deadline, The Hampton Roads Bird Club has
asked for our assistance with the meeting. They need "finger food" for the hungry
hordes. If you can help here give John Hertz a cell (565-1324). Come on., Our
turn is coming in 1987!

We would like to welcome our newest members, Mrs. Jesse Davis and Dick and
Becky Walck. Our membership has grown from 96 2t the end of 1983 to 126, Consid-
ering only ten folks did not renew this year we actuslly gsined 4O new bird
enthusiasts, Fantastic!

A pleasant Spring hello is extended to our out-of-state members Kathryn
Boldt (@ l1ife time member) Rock Island, Ill., Dawn MaclLsren I jemesville, Md. (no
kidding, she says) and Maynard and Frasncis Nichols of Hendersonville, N.C, Thom
Blair has followed the northward flight of Spring but will make a brief stay in
Pennsylvania on another interim ministry. He assures us he'll be home soon,

Three of our committees are hard at their lsbors every Spring and this
year its psrticulsarly true. Leigh Jones and the Bluebird Committee have been
everywhere at once. She gsve bluebird progrsms to the First Colony Garden Club
March 11, 8 4-H group Merch 13 and five days later to a group in Marlbank in
Yorktown. Meanwhile the bluebird trails st the Williamsburg Country Club, First
Colony, St. George's Farm, Spotswood Golf Course, Lafsyette High School, Carter's
Grove and the Country Road and New Quarter Park were all either newly set up or
put in shspe for the nesting season right at our doorstep. The boxes at York River
State Park have been relocated within the park and Leigh has garnered the assistance
of some locel scout troops to help maintain and monitor nest boxes. Whew!

If you're exhsusted from that consider Bob Cross' Purple Martin Committee
put up 15 Martin motels by mid-March and had more than a dozen to go. Bob says
his phone suffered a melt down and that the martin business has been literally
booming! Two martin houses that ceme to us as donations have been plsaced locally,
one at the Williamsburg courthouse and another at the Willismsburg Regional Library.
Wow!

Finally, our Scholarship Committee, chaired by Ruth Beck, is in the process
of sorting through grsduate student resesrch propossls to decide on this year's
$500 awerd. Ruth is assisted by John Hertz, Tom Armour, Mitchell Byrd and Bill
Willisms.,

5o who has time for birding? Well I hope everyone will take more than Just
a8 little time over the next 2-3 months. Virginis is about to launch itself into
the breeding bird atlas eras, following several states throughout the country.
This monumental effort is s five year project and will =sttempt to firmly document
all the breeding birds in portions of every one of the 804 seven and a8 half minute
guadrangle maps that make up our vast state. Ruth Beck and Tom Armour sre the
regional coordinators for this sres of Virginias, Region 11, and yours truly is
in charge of Region 6, the Eastern Shore. On April 26, 1984 Tom and Ruth will
hold & tresining session at 7:30 p.m. in room 108 of Millington Hall at William
and Mary for everyone who can help them in any way. Their gosl for 1984 is to
thoroughly cover twenty aress. This cen only be done, and esasily be done, if
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there is adeguate help. UWe urge sll avsilable persons to be on hand st the
meeting. VYou will be astounded a8t how differently bird study must be spproached
to document breeding and yet how very exciting the discovery is.

The club has purchased a set of casette recordings of bird songs that
correspond with the Peterson Field Guide to the Birds. These casettes will be
donated to the Willismsburg Regional Library. Again we urge any member who has
a8 suggestion for a purchase for the library to let us knouw.

The Assistant Superintendent of Schools for Willismsburg-James City County
has approsched me sbout developing 8 bird program for elementary schools.
Knowing that there is s lot of talent out there in our club I told him I'd see
what I could do. Basically the ides would be to have a 30-40 minute travelling
show that would inform students about birds snd bird study. Since one of our
organization's main gosls has been educationsl I think this is s fabulous oppor-
tunity., The school system is willing to give us any help and materisls we need.
I would very much like to put the ball in motion now and hopefully develop s
program before next Fall, Csll me (229-0098) if you would like to be 3 part of
something very exciting for our locsl youth,

Don't forget to check the section on your Virginia State income tsx form
that grants a2 few dollars to the Non-game Wildlife Research Fund. VYour support
and anyone you can influence is vitsl to Virginia's wildlife. The club gave last
month's spesker's ("Spike" Knuth) honorarium to the Non-game Fund in his name.

We are looking for sny and 2ll information on the birds seen at Chippokes
Plantation just across the Jsmes River in Surry County. Our club has been assigned
the duty of writing up 2 description of the birding there for the Virginis Birding
Site Guide published by the VUSO (one of its editors is our own Ruth Beck). Please
send any bird records from Chippokes to Bill Sheehan (220-2122) our Records Chair-
man. It keeps him off the street.

With any area that has as many cepable field observers as this one the bird
news comes hot and heavy. Here's some of what has been filtered by me. 0On March
14 2 Eurasisn wigeon was found by Fenton Day in one of the rain-filled pools at
St. George's Farm., Whether this was one of the birds from Sunken Meadows Pond
in Surry is merely speculative. A Eurasian wigeon was seen on Lake Powell only
8 couple of miles down the road from the farm for seversl days beginning March 26
by Bill Sheehan and Tom Armour. Agsin its hard to say if it's the same bird,
though in 211 likelihood it wss.

Also on March 14 Brian Taber had 5-6 performing mud-bats (woodcocks) at
the Williamsburg Airport and seversal people noted the first purple martin's scouts
in the ares the same day. From March 17-20 Fenton Day observed the following
species at St. George's Farm; 10-12 pectoral sandpipers, both greater and lesser
yellow-legs, water pipits, 8 horned lark and several snipe, not to mention s
Eurasian wigeon. Bill Snyder noted the first tree swsllows on March 21 while
Sheehan and Armour observed s phoebe carrying nesting material on March 27 at
Lake Powell and hesrd the first yellow-throsted wsarblers that seme day st Jolly
Pond. Julie Hotchkiss reported a single glossy ibis st St. George's Farm late
in the day on March 27. The next day st Felgaste's Creek along the York River
there were numerous laughing gulls, lesser scsaup and @ lone Louisiana heron.
Lafayette Highschool's own Mother Nsture, Lou Moulds, hed a fox sparrow st her
feeder in Elmwood in upper Jemes City County through March 27.

As of the first of April Anne Smith still had one or two northern orioles
each day and on April 1 s male boat-tailed grackle was observed at Indienfield
Creek on the York River. This location is the furtherest inland breeding site
for that species in Virginis. Fenton Day found 2 golden plovers at St. George's
Farm on April 4. They were still there the next day and Mitchell Byrd's ornitholegy
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class 8lso saw 2 upland sandpipers in the same ares April 5. Tom Armour picked
up a dead common gallinule on Kingsmill on April 4 and he and B8ill Sheehan
recorded several Casspian terns at Hog Island on April 5.

On April 6 Lew Wilkinson discovered a little gull at Grandview Beach in
Hampton., Lew 8lso reported that he had had Virginis rails at Grandview and a
sora rail at Fort Monroe.

Other birds theat I've heard of but have no specifics on are black and
white warbler at Cheatham Annex and seversl reports of Louisisna waterthrushes.
Barn and rough-winged swallows were seen at St. George's on 4 April. Species
which should be here include blue-grsy gnastcstchers, white-eyed vireos and
blue-winged tesl.

The York River is teeming with ducks (bufflehead and lesser scaup and
horned grebes). Over 600 Bonsparte's gulls were counted slong the river on
April 6 and royel terns and 8 few Forster's were also seen.

Every day brings something new, so get out there snd tske it sll in.
Purple finches, pine siskins and evening grosbesks sre feeder birds at the feeders
of John and Betty Willisms in Skipwith Farms,

The second annusl Willismsburg Bird Club picnic will be on May 19 starting
at 10:00 a.m. at New CQuarter Park near Cueen's Lake (we hope the entrance road
will be complete, that is). Jeanne Armour and Cynthia Long are in charge and
more details will come out in the next newsletter. Make 2 note for May.

Brian Teber would .like to have some volunteers help the bird counters
on April 29 by providing some goodies for the 5:00 p.m. tally. Let Brisn know
(253-1181).

Ask Ouwl: Wwhile the sides debate over the good and bad of lead shot for hunting
waterfowl one might be interested in the particulsrs of the death of
one of our endangered whooping cranes this year. The bird had been
wounded, was captured and trested, but it died enyway from lead poisoning,
not from the wound but from shot it had ingested. If a crane which feeds
on crustaceans can gather enough lead to die from feeding one ponders the
fate of wasterfowl that sift and strain the bottoms of shallow ponds where
hunting occurs.

Thanks to everyone who sent in pledges for my 32 leps of running (8 miles) last

month, The club and Lafayette High School were credited with almost $100 thanks

to you.

The V30 foray is June 12-17 to Dickenson & Buchanan Counties and the
Brakes Interstate Park. Details are available. v

REGISTRATION FORM FOR THE VSO MEETING/BANQUET - DEADLINE April 16, 1984

Registration #of persons, at $3.00 each, or family $5.00 §
Banguet Fee #of persons at $13.00 each (includes tax

and gratuity) $
All other mesls will be on your own, Total enclosed =---- $
NAME
ADDRESS PHONE

NAMES OF ADDITIONAL PERSONS YOU ARE REGISTERING

Make checks payable to Hampton Roads Bird Club and mail this reservation form to:
Stalma Hacker, 300 York Warwick Drive, Yorktown, Va. 23692,



