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I'he fabrlc of tLtlerater Vlrglnle .ln ftrgUet is tta{itionally woyen of heat and.hrnltl.lty. Over the flrst neekentl of thls parttcnlar AWust looaL instnueatatl.on
tallied. better thari senren lnches of htultlity anrcl as these inr{s pour fron tJrd ph
nore Dea^suleable perclpltatlon ls accumrlattrg outelde! Senoen{ng lack of such
the last hro Augusts, makes rclevant a quer1y about happy Eed.fi&s. To a parched
land.scape vater ls a hagrgy medfurn. Bo a tldereter August itay lts sonethlng to
ha,rass tourlets!

llbene rllL be no bird olub neetrn8 thie Bobth to halaoe yout laet nlnute
vacatLone. Remember thougb that ve riII revlve the happy med.lrn of lea.rnlag
the btrtl raye rhen the thtrtl Gdneasd.agr of Septenber nigratea tbrough. Yioe
Preeitlent Seok has already lined up aa ercltlag.eatoura4$ of FaII entertalment.

For thoee who chooEe the outdoor excursLons prwtded uonth\r, llhol Blalr
bae echeduled Sunday Aqust 22 fot ue to peruse the rildg of Eog IsLautlrSurqy
CoutSr way. the drartug ca,rdg for the ortlrg includ,e a4r, audl hopefully all,
of the herons, egretsrlbis, uunerous sholebi*ts (fnofuaf.ng posslble avooeta,
lhalaropesrgoltten plovers) and the ftrst veetiges of tbe landbird flfgbt sorth-
bound. Reneuber re leave the CoLonLal lftlltansburg Infomatlon Center gouth
pa:*tng lot at f :0O a.m.

Last noatta fleld trlp to Cra,aey Islantl ln Porthgnoutb Tas a Deal gucoesB.
|[tre Large f].ock of avooets rBB eastly vLered fro Just bestde tbe ca,ls. $reir
uagnil'1""nt pluna6e stood ort hande@ely agalast the spoll fron uhloh Crdney
derlves its nake-up. ALso oa hand. vere flgobs of peep6rr-veste&r1east, aenlpal-
naterl etllt, spotteil, pectoral saadplpere, greater aad lesser yellorlegar a
llL1soate phala.rope, sanderl{ng, kLlldeer (wtth yorng!), eenlpa}naterl pLover,
long anrl sbort-btlLed ttowitohelg. lthe grorp ear Leagt ter:ae stl1I feeiling
fluffy chlcke, blaok skimers, a velTr eerly northert ha,rrl.er (narah hawk) and
ehoveler ducke. Everyoae agreed Lt was a Euper trlp nade evea better by the
knorJ.eclgeable and expert leadershlp of Davlil Eugbee rho alLored ue ecoess to the
area nor:naL1y cloeetl on reekends.

Ehe grapevtrc has tt that 3 peregriae fa.Icons hatchetl ia a nest at
Chlncoteague. Itte beea decades elaoe Vlrgrqrs had s:uch an eveat and a large
amount of oredit le clue to ltitchelL B5rral aod hls co-ror*ers whotve been paclrg
about J.lke expeotant fathers Eiace the nestrng sea,son began. Ietra only hoBe
the hatchinge a,re a preceileat to a pooulatlon increase anA estabLtshotrt of
peregrines ln tbe 0Li1 Dou{nloa.

WaIt hrerer, Cbeattram Anner Ranger extraor{.iaalre, reporbs that young
turtey productlon thte sprlag anil gumet vas Low. Beby turdreye llterall;7 tlonrt
have the braias to coe ln out of tbe raln antl ooasequently the uet sp:rfug'
mreaketl havoo on them. Eorevet, the $heasant orop ls better than e4rccted,
and pareats sportlng several chloke can easlly be eeen strollfulg along the
averueo tIalt creates for then anorgst hte rtld.Life orop foodg.

Becent morlrng nrne to Cheathan by 3111 Sheehan have pmduced singtrg
blaok aact nhtte wa,rblers and. on JulV 25 tno pied-btlletL grebes.

ila.:ds Lasgl.ter, Yorls River State Par*re excelleat Leader, reports that
a wom-eatrqg warblet raB preaent ia the pa,rlc througbout JuIy. No evideace
of bneetling vas notetl, but thea agaln thatf e a big padc!

ln r:aofftclal nrmor has leaked out of K[Dg@111 that a pai:r of Northela
orloLes nay have nested there. If so tbis rouLtt be qulte urmrgneL for our aDea,
thoug! not reaLly unexpeoted. tJe geen to keep ao ua,ry vith us tturtng the rI^nter
that tts oaly natural a fer nay rant to take up residence he!e. AJ.ong the game
ltnes young northerrr oriolee rene spotted at Yorik Blver State Pedc i! earlif
Ju\y by Davld Eu$es. llhe species neate eporadical\y over the Coast Plaln
becon{ng lno8e regtrlir aorth anrl reet of orrr h"trea.

l{erve all sllently or openly oursed tbe ilay starlings becaoe a part
of the North A nerLcan avlfauta. If theyrve gnt a saviag graoe lts ouly
becerrse they eat the refuse of Ea,n. Yet tbere nagr be an ecologioally positive
aspect to ole Sturnus lnrl*a:grrs. I understanrl that theytve been eeen astride
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deer at Eirgpm.iU appa.rent\r reofirng parasltee. CoEe on, Gaptalu Sheelran, oanttre oorut tbeo non?

ParL Baker apent tlne laat Aprtl la Israel on a raptor vo*shop obsalvlag
the passage of Etuopean anil Aslan birrils of pnqr. Ee said tt ras an laone<Eble
exlnrLenoe ompleoeatlng obsenations of raptor fllghts be hed rltnesgedl ia
Egrpt several yeers prsevious.

Nor r*hea one gpes abtrllrg duriag the armer la t]rese parts tt tE a well
bora dieagter to stray aray fro a paved or veLl cleared path. llbe LooaL
tloke antl ahtggpra eura on rerl alerb to devour eqr ram bloodeil oreatnre whioh
Lenrt ooated vLth a,r'nor or goothered ta flowers of gulf\u. Yet sone lndlvlituaLsgrt theoselves ln eltuatLons La nhlch a trlp to chlggeruohLger laad ie an
uravoLdeble aeoeealty. I speak bere of an experleacedl Iad, rhoee recor{, keeplngls knot! far aod. rL<te, wtto gol ort of hia green brug to chec& soe plpe and
squeaks at the oenetery on JameEtorm lglandre loop load.. Then he returaed to
the plaoe he had left htg bu6 he fotrnd the necba,aloal crltter had Jotaetl itsblologlcal couelns la a roadsld.e depreEsLoa. Be{ng the tnre sal.lor that hd
Ls our La,it ttp-toett throgb the tultps to letrleve hle errant bug. Ia eo dolag
he uas set upon by hor"dea of redl bugt, a ma].aAy that be ras oonstaatLy remiadled.of for <lays or veeks therea,fter. As I reoall thls saDe felIow bad a bout vlth
a tbree-leaved plaat early ta the aprlng. See a,ry gpoil btarils, SLr?!

AST OHL
llbe tea eerdp,aS.natetl, ln certaln sholeblade lefers to the fact tJrat ttrerets partial vebbtag betreen the toes.
Doatt forgat-September na:*s the hark fllgbt cornts. I aeed volunteerst


